Dali and His Art Attract T' hrong

Painter Brings Wife
and Ocelot to Pen
Pal Unit Benefit

By RUTI ROBINSON

Salvador Dali packed them
in at Huntington Hartford's
Gallery of Modern Art last
night, Close to 2 theusand per-
sons were on hand to preview
a retrospective exhihition of the
Spanish-born artist’s work and
to see the man himself,

Wearing the long, thin,
heavily waxed mustache that
is his trademark, the man of
the hour made his royal prog-
ress through the galleries
greeting friends and admirers.
He was accompanied by his
Russian-born wife, Gala, whose
name he sometimes signs to a,
painting along with his own.
A member of his retinue carried
pis snarling ocelot. The Dalls
and their party spoke in French.

Although the invitations read
& PO untll midnight, guests
weie slow in arriving, delayed
hy the inevitable cocktail and,
er parties, New arrivals|
were still in line at the check
voomy after 11

About half of the guests had
bought tickets ak 820 each for
the benefit of Letters Abroad,
The others were invited|
by the gallery, by Mr. Hart-
ford or by the Dalis,

After checking in at the gal-
tery's entvance on Columbus
Circle, the guests—the men
mostly in black ties, many of
tise wonten in long gowns—were
in long gowns—were whisl
hr elevator to the fifth floor.
From here they made their
gradual way down the stairs 1o
the fourth, third and sccond
floors, Only then were they al-
lowed Lo take another elevator
to the eighth znd ninth flears,
where the bars were thrown|
epen at 10 PAL Mr. Hartford
was determined that patrons
see the art before they attempt-
ed to slake their thisst.

A Salute to Spain

The evening, suitably ennugh,
was planfied as a salue 1o
ain, one of the 143 nations;
participating in tie “aduit pen’
pal” program run by the bene-
ticiary. The Marquis de Moy
del Val, Spanish Ambassador
to the United States, was hon-
orary chairman, and John Davis
Lodge, former Tnited States
Ambassador to Spain, and his
wife took an active hand in
plans for the henefit.

A string trio engaged by Let-
ters  Abroad plaved Spanish;
music in the gallevies while
a Jazz combo cugaged hy M.
Hartford played on the eighth
floor. Here and in  the
Gauguin Reum on the ninth
flwor tiny anchovy sandwiches
and Polynesian park sandwiches
thiat could bardly he described
a: Spa were served with
e drinks,

Not all the Dali works were
an stationavy display in the gal-

Mys, Owen I Cheatham,

Some of the nearly 1,000 persons who attended the exhibitio:
reception at Fluntington Hartford’s Gallery of Modern Ar:

wife of the chalrman of the
Geovgla - Pacific  Corporation,
wore two, They were the “Foun-
tains of Heracleitus,” a neck-
lace of diamonds, gold and peri-
dats, and a watch with a brace-
let made of elutching hands in
diamonds, gold and rubies. Her
strapless gown of green chiffon
was designedq by Sarml as a
background for them.

‘Angel Between Floors

The Cheathams, through their
Owen Chealham  Foundation,
were also responsible for “The
Falling Angel” a seulpture inl
jowels, which ways displayed he-
tween -lhe third and fourth
tloors. The foundation lends its
.eollection of Pali jewels out to
‘raise ntohey for chavities.

A number of out-of-towners
were at the preview. Mr. and
Mrs. A. Reynolds Morse led the
Cleveland ~ contingent. Their
Dalt collection occupied the en-
tire fourth floor and overflowed
to one room on the third. The
NMorses have known the Dalis
‘for 20 years, Mr. Morse, an in-|
dustrialist who has written a
glowing hiography of the artist,
has heen commuting between

[the Lombardy Hotel and ihe|
gallery the last few days super-
vising the hanging of the col-
iection. "We're very fond of
them. We don't want anything
to happen to them," his wife
explai

S George  Vapderbilt.,
iwidow of an heir to {(he raitroad
ifortine of - Conwmadore  Cor-,

n of Salvador Dali’s work gather at cocktail *
t. The event benefited Letters Abroad, Inc.

‘The painter and his Russian-born wife, Gala, with one of his portraits of her,

nelius Vanderbilt, was chairman
for the Yetters Abroad benefit,
She ware 3. pink gown by Sophle
with a satin stole with pail-
letles.

Chester Dale, whose late
and  gave Do e
ion” to the Mctropalitan Ali-

i
i

Jseum of Art, didn't decide what
ito wear until the last minute,
ibut she knew all along it would
be full-length (“It's a winter.
of long dresses”) and “some-|
thing rather plain because the'
gallery i5 a public place.”

Mrs, Frederick C. Havemeyer,!
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whosa art collection dogsn't in-
clude any Daliz warec a short
beige satin gown. She went to
the preview because she is a
friend of Mrs. Vanderbilt and of}

to Preview at Hartford Gallery'

My, and Mrs. Herbert Graaff view the Dali painting-
‘“T'he Discovery of America byChristopherCn!umbus?’

e New York Times (ey Raston Stlvermas,

_Miss Anue Harabin with “Portrait of Paul Eluard"

'Lammot  du Pont Copeland,
;president of E. I. du Pont del
iNemours & Co., and Mrs, Cope-
-land of Greenville, Del,, M, and
Mrs, Cumming Catherwood aof.
‘Philadelphia, Mrs, Searle Whit-|
ney, Mr, and Mrs, Robert D, L.

Gardiner and Mr. and M.
nelivs Vanderbilt Whitney.

Mrs. Carl Uldel, a boan!
member  of  Letters  Abroad.
U the eveaing would not
h to Keep us going fwr a
v ononths”

Cor-




