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On Columbus Circle, Hints of an Endtoa

By DAVID W. DUNLAP '

What .secrets lie behind those
blank, gray-veined marble walls?
New Yorkers have often won-

' dered about Huntington Hartford’s

Gallery of Modern Art at 2 Colum-
bus Circle. When it opened in 1964,
they wondered why Mr. Hartford
had bulit such a folly, with columns

like lollipops’and almost no win- .
. dows. More recently, as the re-

development of Columbus Circle

took  shape, they wondered what
would become of the little building,

Yesterday, the Giuliani adminis- ... ’

tration laid out its cards. The New

York City Economic Development : -

Corporation said 2 Columbus Circle

.| was a *“prime location for residen- -

:. tial apartments, as well as hotel -
and other commercial uses,” and it-*
invited proposals from developers

to take over the site.

Michae! G. Carey, the president -

of the corporation, said the redevel-
opment offered a “terrific opportu-
nity” to {ill in the last big piece of
the revitalization of Columbus Cir-
cle, where demolition workers are
taking apart the New York Colise-

um, traffic is rolling around a land- .

scaped Columbus Monument and
parkgoers are  promenading
through - a restored Merchants’
Gate.

Almost any redevelopment plan
would probably doom the gallery.
Designed by Edward Durell Stone
toc house’ Mr." Hartford’s idiosyn-
cratic art collection, it served as
the New York Cultural Center in
the 1970's and then as headquarters
for the City Department of Cultural
Affalrs, which moved out {two years
ago.

While the city would entertain
proposals for reusing the.structure,
economics - practically dictate its
replacement, since zoning rules al-
low a building as much as two-
thirds larger. The gallery is nine
stories tail. -

And it is unlikely that apartment
dwellers, hotel guests or office ten-
ants would settle for space over-
looking Central Park that has only
12-inch portholes at the corners.

After an earlier request for pro-

posals, in 1997, Donald J. Trump .,

said he would like to replace the
building with a 12-story hotel. But

"the Dahesh Museum at Fifth Ave-

nue and 48th Street, which special-

.izes in European academic paint-
. .Ing, sald it wanted to renovate the

Developers have been asked to submit proposals for the va
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building as a gallery.

Neither Mr. Trump nor the Da-
hesh Museum's director, J. David
Farmer, returned calls yesterday
seeking information about their
proposals in light of the city’s an-
nouncement.

Mr. Carey said the earlier search

had been abandoned because it had -

been overtaken by the selection of
developers for the Collseum site,
where the $1.6 billion Columbus
Center is torise, which includes the

headquarters of AOL Time Wi
ner, an auditorium for Jazz at L.

coln Center and a Mandarin trion
tal Hotel.

“There was a collective
among people irn the city, inchud:
the mayor, that we'd be best s
by taking a fresh look,"” My, s
said. *“‘Now, prospective bidis
have more to work within ¢
looking at what is going to be bl
around the circie.”

As for the possibility of a cultiud

ant at 2 Columbus Circle, Mr.

Carey said: I don’t think we've

vuled anything out. That's up to ihe

developers, Lét tle market de-
s

sals are due May L They
ilf be judged on economic limpact,
the track record-of the develop~
srs and their abillty to obtain fi-
s ’m’und, on the relationship of the
pyoject 0 its surroundings and on
design.

An apartment bulldmv at 2 Co-

funbus Circle could have more
th;m 46,000 square feet of space —
aboyt 50 apartments — and a com-
mercial building could have more
than 69,000 square feet, under zon-
ing rules. The gallery has about
40,000 square feet.

ven from a
_‘" yorthiole, the
future looks
unrnistakable.

esign criteria require thal the
huilding have at least as much ma-
sonry in its facade as glass (which
cannot be reflective), thal the ma-
sonrcy be compatible with other
huildings around Central Park and
i the main facade “reflect the
seomatry’’ of Columbus Circle,

That alimost describes the gale
iery, which was widely lampuanui
i izs day as a bit of World's Mw
i “(‘h but has smce g'

.d 23 u.mforce ihe 1184
U tratfic circle.

_L i designate the galler
1ing worth sw:w, at e
ghborhood group, the Com
for Environmentally Sound .
elopment, will lead a preservas
charge.
e're telling

ig letters to save the build
* Gltve Freud, vice president of

committee, sald 3
e stlll want g mussun: there.




