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MEMORANDUM

TO : . Our Colleagues

FROM : Peg Breen and Roger Lang

DATE : April 13, 2000

SUBJECT : Invitation to Rally at 2 Columbus Circle

You’re invited to a rally! It’s tomorrow, Friday, April 14®, at 11:30am, in front of 2 Columbus Circle.
The Landmarks Conservancy is co-sponsoring this event with the Municipal Art Society and the Historic
Districts Council. The purpose is to call upon the Landmarks Preservation Commission to hold a public
hearing on the building’s landmark status. All the details are set forth in the enclosed Media Advisory.

We hope you’ll take an early lunch hour tomorrow and join us.

Enclosure as Noted

Via Facsimile
rpl:J:\Roger\2CC-Rally Roster

Distribution: Fax Number:

Co-Sponsors:

Historic Districts Council Vicki Weiner, Eric Allsion 614-9127
Municipal Art Society Frank Sanchis, Ned Kaufman 753-1816
Landmarks Conservancy Peg Breen, Roger Lang 995-5268
Speakers:
Hon. Tom Duane 414-2156
Hon. Ronnie Eldridge 765-4805
Hon. Christine Quinn 768-4380
Robert A.M. Stern 967-5588
Publicist:
The Bruce Cohen Group Bruce Cohen, Clayton Hamilton 580-9595
Colleagues:
Allanbrook, Benic, Czajka Tim A., Vince B.,, Jim C,, ... 475-1152
Allen & Harbinson Gerald Allen, Jeffrey Harbinson 242-8262
Beyer Blinder Belle C. Kramer, M. Leighton, D. McKean,

J. Rhodes, R. Southwick,.... 475-7424
Francoise Bollack 679-0571
Randy Bourscheidt 947-6416
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| Adrienne and Joseph Bresnan

Judy Stanton
Sam White, ...

Paul Byard, Jen Wellock, Kate Wood
Page Cowley, Theo Prudon

Barbara Campagna, Marie Ennis
Denis Kuhn, Sean O’Donnel], ...

Lisa Kersavage

B. Fowle, D. Kaplan, S. Smith, ...

Bill Hall, ...
Hugh Hardy, Pam Loffelman, ...

Bill H., Elise Q., Cas Stachelberg

Mary J., Joan B.

Arlene Simon

Roz Li, Judith Saltzman
Joe Lombardi, Gary Silver, ...

979-8168
371-4578 (Call)
718-875-5607
629-3749

864-0410
673-6869
718-254-9869
608-7167
568-2480
722-7195
917-981-6100
228-3928
535-2135
463-8716
732-1442
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741-2110+
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947-9512
989-2040
718-636-0750

875-0209

465-1103
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732-4083
744-3958 (Call)
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683-9784
265-019%4
826-9163
617-523-1199
718-638-8257
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715-1397
753-1816
633-0144
759-6450
593-2087
253-5666
222-1406
233-3552
914-591-1999

620-8157
298-9500
203-966-4483
472-7698
505-1726
2262211
749-8815
475-2850
662-0768
529-9079
387-7164
914-923-3701
452-1020
966-1508
677-7325
509-5988
794-0351
517-9494



MEDIA ADVISORY FOR FRIDAY. APRIL 14, 11:30 AM.

Landmarks Conservancy, Municipal Art Society, & Historic Districts Council
Rally to Urge Hearing on Fate of 2 Columbus Circle

Landmarks Preservation Commission Should Hold Public Hearing !

Preservationists May Be Split on Status of Bldg, Bur Agree It Deserves "Day In Court”
PRrRESS CONFERENCE & RALLY: Friday, April 14, at 11:30 a.m. At 2 Columbus Circle

Memo to: Assignment Editor

Re: New York City’s preservationists -- convened by the Landmarks Conservancy, the
Municipal Art Society, and the Historic Districts Council -- rally to appeal to the NYC
Landmarks Preservation Commission to hold a public hearing on the possxble landmark
status of a controversial modern building at 2 Columbus Circle.

Who: Participants at the rally will include architect Robert A.M. Stern, literati Tom Wolfe, City
Council Members Ronnie Eldridge and Christine Quinn, and NY State Senator Tom
Duane, as well as Peg Breen of the Landmarks Conservancy; Frank Emile Sanchis [T of
the Municipal Arts Society, and Vicki Weiner of the Historic Districts Council.

Date/Time: Friday, April 14, at 11:30 a.m.
Place: 2 Columbus Circle, Broadway at 59" Street.

Background: 2 Columbus Circle, completed in 1965 by Edward Durell Stone, one of the most famous
American architects of his generation and a founder of the International Style, is not getting
its “day in court” before the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission. To date, the
Commission, chaired by Jennifer J. Raab, has declined to hold a public hearing on whether
this controversial building deserves designation and protection as a landmark.

The building, originally the Gallery of Modern Art, was created by A&P heir Huntington
Hartford and later served as the headquarters of NYC Convention & Visitors Bureau and
the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. Architecturally, the building marked
abold turn away from orthodox modernism. Its Venetian-palazzo decoration revealed Stone
as a post-modernist twenty years ahead of his times. Now vacant, 2 Columbus Circle is
threatened with demolition by the terms of a City offering for redevelopment.

Recently, the City ignored a bid from a private museum to preserve and reuse the building.
Instead, a second RFP was issued that many feel was crafted to prevent the building’s use
as a museum, almost guaranteeing its demolition. Preservationists object to this process,
especially because the City’s preservation agency has not yet held a public hearing on the
building’s landmark status.
=30-
Contact: Bruce Cohen/Clayton Hamilton at 212-580-9548 (Day of cell phone 917-405-9548)



