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AnEffort
To Preserve
A Monolith

‘Derided Building
Has Big-Name Help

Ity DANIEL ), WAKIN

In a 1ty Wharg putiing up build-
. ings, 1earing thien down and protext.

s ing in the steetg are part of dodly
" Yife, thir dinaenstemion was some-
“ what dilferent.

*' There wae the writor Tuin Wolfe in
o pale eheckad suit, the arehitect
Kobart M. Stern and & eorps of Now

“York Cliy's proscrvatlontst  uitie,
Aud behind them yesterduy was a
buliding with 1o windows other than

-footwide puriholes, tenald recked-

shapod eolumos and arclics cvoking -

_ Venetlan paloces,
. The bullding ts 2 Columbus Clrele,
. the wlhille marble mionolith an The

goutherny vnd of the eircle thal has .
Taoked down Central Purk West and

Rroadway shyce 1964, Vacent for two

yeirs, the property has been put up

for development by the clty, drawing
feara frety preservationlsts that #t
will be torn down {or an effice of
" apartmens building.

> Once the hame of (e Now York

" Clty Depreupent of Cultuvel Affabis,
- ¥ Culuinbug Circle was desigued by .

"the archltect Edwurd Durcl Stone
*for Nuntingieo Hertford, the helr to
*the A& superowket foriune, It

wus built (o house My, Hartford's nrt .

collection, andd his namo I8 still -
sueibed b frunt,

Tue New York Cny Landmvwaks

_ Proservation Caminlsvion hog de-
. £hnead to give bt landmathk fatus, and
e cly's Economic Devalopment
, Corporation iz xaltciting blds fram

gdevetapage, Calllug i prime location
_far resldential spartmonts, 68 well

as holel pad other commierclals
T uses,” Tho doadline ¢« May 1.

The cliy’s proffer, plus a provimig
id by Donald J. Trump ta bodld « 12-
stary hatel, trenslued into the fears
that Stone's building would fall.

Now, tupport for the butldlng g
growing. his circle of publle chapl-
g has widered tu include Mr. Wolfe
and some Jocul palifciens,

] \hink this 8 one of the fow
condles 1t i tho dark nges of New
Yok archiitecture, which vau foum
the 1950's alimost to the presont day,”
wnid Mr. Wolfe, who sald he hetd Lis

fiest mok party 0 the  (alguin
Reom, 1 two-gtory restauvant Hiwt
£ was then atop e bulbiding:,
tw Dreservatiohlsts mny toke heart
~ Tvom Mr, Tewup, who owns A com-
» plex across the clrcto nnd suggested
* festerday that ho might not go tar-
+award with his plans for 2 Columiis
T Lirele. 108 ko snall, it'e very possl:
S hle that | won't be bidding™ My,
Pathenp sd, CI0s vy woph e
H Juake npy money theve,™
0 Whether i bl pe not, Mr. Tramp
+ gava the bullding ac ucsthetie dems-
Hition, 1 thadt 1t velormyia tu the pud-
Al of Jiddah, not 1n the sdddlc of
New York Cley, b snid of Stone's
Cworl He's o very Bupovtaar archi

taking A tap?
Cheek the Weather Repad o
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X Toon Togax {Saries/ The New Yuih Tiw »
- Tom Walfe with City Councliwaman Ronnio Eldridge, left, wnd Peg
Breen of the New York Landmarks Conservancy at 2 Columbus Circle.

tect, Ut 1% a very unlmporiant buid-
oy

Maoyar Rudaiph W, Gluliani s aleo
suld 10 be no greal admicver of 2
Columlis Civele, Former Mayor Ed-
ward |, Kol Juns calied tho hutlding
duwnright ugly. :

EVén suihe proservatianists are
wot convineed of ke merlia. Peg

Tom Wolfe is
among those who
are Urying to save 2
Columbus Circle.

Breen, prestaont of the New York
Latitdmnrks Crmservancy, sufd that
the arpnntzation’y board wes deoply
divided aboit Whether the Luilding
deserved landmark status, She and
wiliers 6t yesterdny’s protest gaki
they were merely calling for an epen

hcariai by the Laahnitr ks Cotmnts-

Floa.

Afrey the ciliog toginast for pre.
poxals an the st I 31567, the oy
o vecefecd w bid from the Datwsh
Murctin, Which wits te derve ney
crimgred quartevs apn Fifth Avenus
nnad 4Kt Streer The i i

brsel on the catlection of 5o eluness

dae L4 e

peaded nfter developeis wero chusen
for 1o nearby Colireum sfte, Whert
the 1.6 billiun Columbug Center 15
vislog, ¢y developmient officials
havae sald, Cley offictals sald the con-
straetlon would chiange the area, nnd
thoy wanted 1o give prospective bld-
‘derd @ chance (v reassess it

- Dut w person fapuiliar win tic
nogotiadons at the (me sald that the
bidding was -suspended becousc
thure wore only two entrants — the
Dahesh, with & $10 miilion propogal,
and Mr. Trurp, for les¢ — and be-

" cause the bids were too low.

The Lundmarks Congervancy has
complaloed that the clly’s now ofler-
g cneuliragey n conimercinl use nt
the site, slivo & commercial prop-
orly would bring tn Ipore tax revenie
10 the <ity. RS

Yo evchitects tlke Mr. Stern, the
bulldnig Ia worth preserving regard-
lesr of wint would be put up In s
stund. .

“Tu tosr 1 duwn (o bulld enother
afua Ut houso or condo 18 prepos:
e, Mr. Stemn sald,

uthars  defepders inclinde Stite
iepresentidtve  Kichmd N tingd
fried, Stnde Senator tale T, Schncl
derinan, Uity Cotinctiwomean Roanle
Lldelyn and fenders af ihe toond
Putnoeratiec Pasty claly,

The stan who wis respobsible fio
It wil, Mr. Harttord, (< 80 juul in o
nursing home, Ws diugehter Tutied
Hare t€ompad praged, .
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