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2 CorumBus CrrcLE

Whatever one thinks of 2 Columbus Circle, the distinctive buiiding designed
by Fbward Durell Stone that sits like an oversized wedding cake adjacent to
the old New York Coliseum site, all can agree that the last thing midiown needs
= another condominium project. Yet the city is cager to see the building con-
verted, oreven ripped down to make way for more luxury apartments. Preser-
watlonisis are correct to assert that the building merits a better fate.

The building, with its distinetive portholes, has been vacant for two years,
and the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission has been unwilling to con-
ier landmark status on the structure. Originally built to house the art collection
of Huntington Hartford, heir to the A.&Psupermarket fortune, the city’s Economic
Developrnent Corporation has been soliciting bids from developers interested
in birning the site into a residential building. ‘

Bedicated New Yorkers such as author Tom Wolfe and architect Robert Stern
re joining with some local politicians to demand that the building be preserved.
Wolfe said the building is “one of the few candles litin the dark ages of Mew
¢ architecture, which are from the 1950’s to the present day.” But former
o fid Koch, among others, has denounced the building as ugly.
itis, 1o be sure, adistinctive building, and the thought of it being ripped down
Ak room forjust anotherresidence 1s,in Mr. Stern’s word, “preposterous.”
woertainly isno other building like it in Manhattan, reason enough to deem
o bandmark of sorts, Surely the site can be put to profitable use in its current

-Like it or not, there's no ignoring 2 Columbus Circle. And isn't that what
w York architecture is all about? :




