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The Honorable Robert B. Tierney
Chair
Landmarks Preservation Commission of New York City
Municipal Bmldmg

i Contre Street, o Floor North
New York, NY 10007

Dear Commissionesr Tiemey:

The National Triiét for Historic Preservation has been following the proposal to
substantiaily-alier- the fagade-of Two Colimbis Clrcle, 550 Werare-woting 10 EEpiess our
CORSErT.”

The/blaﬁﬁh/al Trust has a strong interest in ensuring the continued inteprity of Two
Colwmbugs Cirele. Besigned-in 1964 by noted sechitect Edward Dursl-Stone, this signatore
building has been described as an important challenge to the then prevailing Modern Movermen.:
landscape. Tis quitky “loflipop™ fagade is a nationally recognized, slbeit controversial, local
landmark. We understand that the marble facing mey he compromised, but believe that the
historie fabric may be preserved using appropriate conservation techuiques. At the very least, we
would urge the Landmarks Preservation Commission to hold a hearing on the building.

We recognize the difficulty oftentimes experienced in classifying a “modern” structure as
“historic.”t But the fabric of our culture is composed of many elements from many time periods,
and each element contributes 10 our understanding of our country’s growth and development. To
lose the facade of Two Columbus Cirele to inappropriats development wowid be unfortunate for
the City of New York as well a5 admires of architectural innovation nationwids, e.] We urge you
1 consider all preservation options with respect o the fate of this iconic bmldﬁg.

Very best wishes,
Richard Moe
RM:MEhh
oo Kyle Merker, Chair, Manhottan Commupity Roard 5

Michael Utevsky, Chatr, Land Use g Zorning Commitige, MCB 45
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