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The Honorable Robert B. Tierney
Chair
L:mdmarks Preservation Commission of New York City
Municipal Building
~ Ccn.'tre Street, 9th Floor North
New York, NY 10007

Dear Commissioner Tierney:

The National TrostforHisfonc"Prese~;ti~;:'h;~-b~;-followingthe proposal to
subst.arrt.ial-l:y'illt~th@i.e~f:rwo·Co1uffi15us-r;Jicre~-at:l(i'W!;nm:-writi:ngttr-ex'press our
eemem:~

The Na1i6illi1 Trust has a strong interest in ensuring the continued integrity of Two
Columbus Circle. Besigae4.w.-1-96iJ}y..nQNd..arc~Ed..V@"~:31:r5I:re, this signature
building has been described as an important challenge to the then prevailing Modern Movemer_~
landscape. Its quirky "lollipop" faftade is a nationally recognized, albeit controversial, local
landmark. We understand that the marble facing m.ay be compromised, but believe that the

historic fabric may be preserv~d using appropriate conservation techniques. At the very least~we
would urge the Landmarks Preservation Commission to hold a hearing on the building.

We recognize the diffioult'\! oftentimes experienced in classifying a "modem" structure as
"histonc. 'reut the fabric of our c~lture is cotnposed of many elements from many time periods,
and each dement contributes to our understanding of our country's gro'Wth and development. To
lose the fa9ade ofT'wo Coh.\mbl,lS Circle to inappropriate development would l.;1e.unfortunate for
the City of New York as well as admirers ofl'U'chite<:tural innovation nanon'WidtJWe urge you
tr) consider all preservation Optioll~with rt;:s.pp..ct to the fate oftbis. iconic buildIng.

Very best wishes.

~~I/t~Moe
RM:MF;hl1

cr,:: Kyl<:: Merker, Chair. Manhattan ComnlfJnily Board .§

Michael Utevsky, Chair, T..aJ1.d'[he tlrld Z{min~ Commitree. Men #5

Protecting the Implaceable
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