OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN

PHILIP k. HOWARD
'rkmpmr

KENT BARWICK

VICE CHAIRMAN/TREASURER
DIANE M, COFFEY

VICE CHAIRMAN

HUGH HARDY
SECRETARY

ANTHONY C.M. KISER
GENERAL COUNSEL
MICHALL B, GERRARD

SOARD OF DIRECTORS
LAURIE BECKELMAN
PAUL BEIRNE
ELIZABETH H. BERGER
DANIEL BRODSKY
GIORGIO CAVAGLIER]
KEVIN G, CHAVERS
DAVID M. CHILDS

KINSHASHA HOLMAN CONWILL

EDWARD N. COSTIKYAN
JOAN k. DAYIDSON
GORDON |. DAVIS
JOHN HOWARD DOBKIN
PETER DUCHIN
DOUGLAS DURST
CHERYL COHEN EFFRON
HEIDI ETTINGER
SUSAN K. FREEDMAN
GAlL GREGG

DUANE HAMPTON
ASHTON HAWKINS
KITTY HAWKS
ALEXANDRA A, HERZAN
STEVEN L. ISENBERG
RICHALD KAHAN

ARIE L. ROPE}.MAN
ROCCO LANDESMAN
MARILYN W. LEVY
RONAY MENSCHEL
IOHN E. MERDW

GENE A, NORMAN
FREDERIC 5. PARERT
PETER M. PENNOYER
CHARLES A, WLATT

TIM PRINTIQE

CAROLE KIFK}INL‘)
MN'ET ROSS |

ROBERT §. RUBIN

tAN SCHRAGER
BRENDAN SEXTORN

WHITNEY NOGRTH SEYMOUR, IR,

HOWARD G. §LOANE
JERRY ). SPEYER
ROBERT AM.ISTERN
STEPHEN C. SWID
VIR v TESE
WADE 8. THOMISON
HELEN 5. TUGKER

TNECUTIVL DIRECTOR
FRARIK L GANCHIS 11

N '-Pﬁ

» <
“ 7
z ?
f~ -
M [+
=2 o
o} o)
—( ~
S
Y v
TN 10 >

June 30, 2003

Hon. Robert Tierney, Chairman

New York City Landmarks Preservation Committee
One Centre Street, 9™ Floor

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Ticmey;

The Municipal Art Society’s Preservation Committee met recently with architect Brad .
Cloepfil and Museum of Art and Design representatives to review the museum’s plan for

2 Columbus Circle.

The presentation led to a Commitiee discussion about the building, its long history as a
controversial work of architecture, and its significance. What emerged was a sense that
the complex issues surrounding 2 Columbus Circle are not just about whether one likes or
admires the building’s design. More relevant to the discussion is what the building
means to New York City.

During the past several years, as the City has moved forward with plans to sell 2
Columbus Circle and threats to the building have intensified, a number of architectural
historians and scholars have looked critically at where this building sits in the canon of
Modern architecture. Professionei organizations such as the Society of Architectural
Historians and the Association of Preservation Technology are currently examining many
of the “late Modern” buildings of the 1960s and 1970s and reassessing, with a greater
perspective that can only come from time, their importance in the continuum of
architectural history. This building, beloved by some and hated by others, is a prime
example of the “late Modernism” now under study (as are Saarinen’s TWA Terminal
building and Lincoln Center, to name two prominent examples). Put in a larger context,
even people who dislike the building are realizing that it represents a significant moment
in the history of Modernism and stvles that followed it.

This new understanding of the building’s significance in the history of 20" century
architecture in America has inspired the Society’s Preservation Committee to re-examine
its long-held position. The Committee determined last week that the building is not only
deserving of a landmark designation hearing; it is the opinion of the Committee that the
building should be designated a New York City landmark.
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Therefore, I am writing you now in support of designation for 2 Columbus Circle. The Society
very much hopes you will see fit to calendar the building for a hearing. And, after listening to
the testimony of the many individuals and groups who are sure to attend such a hearing, we hope
the Commission will move to designate and protect 2 Columbus Circle for the benefit of future
generations of New Yorkers. :

Thank you for your consideration of the Society’s- Views.

Smcerely, _

a m&btﬁa&' A P(é&,’(’\(" O

Charles A. Platt
Chairman, Preservation Committee

cc: The Honorable Michael Bloomberg :
Chairman Andrew Alper, Economic Development Corporation
Chair Amanda Burden, City Planning Commission
Laurie Beckelman, Museum of Arts and Des1gn
Landmark West!
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