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Dﬁéba‘te Still Ra es Over Red in 2 Columbus

Should city rule on
2 Columbus Circle?

By Christopher Moore

In 1964, when 2 Columbus g
“Circle was completed, Upper

West Siders were fighting over the
building.

They sull are.

Preservatibnists, insisting that
a silent majority is becoming
increasingly vocal in defense of
the building, say they want the
city’s Landrarks Commission to
hold a hearing on the fate of the

building. On the' oLher side of the’
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debate, some New “Yorkers contend that
“worthy- plans to bripg 4 museum to
‘Coluinbus Cirde’ are being unwxsely stalled
by preservation efforts.,

“That building has dlways gotten people
talking,” said Peg Breén, presidcnt of the
New York Landmarks Conservancy.

Thag structure at the center of the storm
was created by architect Edward Durell
Stone, who also designed the Kennedy
Center for the Perforiing Arts in

- ‘Washington, D.C. Advocates for 2 Columbus

Circlé describe it as an icon of architecture’s
Moderdist movement. Last Octéber, novelist
Tom Wolfe called the location “one of the

20 th ¢étitury architecture:”
Slttmg at thie southwest corner of- Cemnl

Park, . the building was first used -ds:

Huntington Hartford's Gallery of Modern
Art. It rnay be returning to something like
its original use if the:Museum of Arts &
Design, curremly htadquarte:ed aQn West
S3rd Street, is ablé to complete its plan e
take it over The museum Wants o buy the

buddmg from the city, alter it under a
desigd plan by Brad
Cloepfil, and move in. :
The ‘museum won a -,
key victory in April
“when the State Supreme
‘Court dismissed & ¢hal-
lenge to the museum’s
‘project. Petitioniers had

The tandmarks
Conservancy’s board is:
divided on the issué -of the
building’s future.

headquartcred od Lhe Upper West Side, was

the key plamuff in the
‘legdl procéeding. The
group, accordlng to.
Kate Wood, its execu-
tive director, is opti-
mistc in thelong run
about saving the struc-
ture. ' i

;rgged the city's.review
of thery

otenual economl !

Landmark West a preservauon group

impacﬁ ©of the
it _:Gal ery on Fifth Avernie,
_was raised to continne the swuggle.

Wood painted to a
Jane 29 fundmsmg event at, the 1iz &' Brien
where $50;000

“All we're asking for is a public hear-

ing,” she said.

In May, the Nationil Trust for Historic
Preservation weighed in, lsting 2
Cohumbus Circle on its annual list of endan-
gered historic places. The trust urged the
city to “develop a testoration plan for the

‘building that respects its integrity as a

Modernist masterpiece and celebrates its
unique form and design.”

In its spring 2004 hewsletter, Landmark
West appealed chrectly o the mayor, asking
om the front page: “Mayor Bloomberg, what
more will it tike to save 2 Colurmbus
Circle?”

‘agency that Has-the power 1o make the d_xf
_fere_n ehere “she'said. e

- “Its just not something that he has taken
up a5 omé of his-priofites,” Wood said.
“THe Landmarks Commission is the

Dnne Jackxer dlrector of communica-

tons and government affairs at the
Landmarks Preservation Commission, said
the commission reviewed the building in
1996 and decided against holdjng a hear-
ing. ““We stand by that decision,” she said.
Upper West Side Councilwoman- Gale
Brewer said she's heard that argument from

the commission’s chairman, Robert Tierney.

“It would be very helpful <o all of us if
there would be a hearing,” Brewer said. But
she positioned herself between preservation-
ists and the museum, saying she was pleased

. with the design team behind plans for the site.

“In the best of all possible worlds, I
would 1ike t& ¥eep it as it is, but it appears
that.the museum has needs for the light and
air,” she said, gently approving of plans to
alter the structure.

Some community leaders go further,

such as Monica Blum, president of the

Lincoln Square Improvement District. She
likes the museum's plan and said, “It’s too
bad that it's not moving forward.”

“Our view is that this is good for busi-
ness and: will be an asset to the community,”
Blum-said.

At the landmarks Conservancy, Breen
said: “My bdard has always been split on
this:but everyone has agreed Lhat the bmld—
ing-should-have its day in court.”

Personally, she added, she hopes that

‘museurn plans printed in a recent New York

Tirnes column do not come to pass.

One reason Breen favors a commission
heéaring: o bring finality towa’lang-simmer-
ing debate ‘T Lh.ml( that wouldkind of help
settle things once and for all,” she said.

“Any building that has gefierated this much
debate about archité deserves. the full
process.” | |




