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Dear Board of Trugleas:
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135 EAST SECOND ST,
NEW YORK, NY 10609

TELEPHONE (212) 674-7888
FAX (212) 473-8073
EMAIL Timothy@Greenfield-Sanders.com

TIMOTHY GREENFIELD-SANI_)ERS
Novernber 11, 2003

Board of Trustees '

Preservation League of New York State
44 Cenral Avenud

Albany, NY 12206 ,

Dear Board of Trustees:

Thank you very much for your efforts to include 2 Columbus Circle on your list
of endangered buildings for 2003. This is an extraordinary building with so
much architectural charficter andsocial history.

Personally, I am extremely fond of 2 Columbus Circle and s an srtist find it
unique. I often attended events there, especially during the 1970, when this
strange building was very much an epicentor of New York life. I always had
the fecling that I was inside of something very speoial.

It’s really & cool building. One can’t say that about most. We certainty don’t
want (0 lose this ons.

Again, thanks for your efforts i preserve 2 Columbus Cirole, Let me know if I
can be of any help.
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HISTORIC DISTRICTS COUMCIL
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The Hissone Dissricts Council is the euywide advoeste for Mew York's histarie timghborhoods. HDC has been
intezyied b the Central Park South camidor and Columbs Circle sinier 1996 when we proposed it 21 8 historic diserict.
Columbu Circle s long been a space on the verge of success. It o the convesgesice of theee major thoroughfares and
view coedors, Over the past half-cennury however, the only successful anchor-poing to die circle — in termg of viual
inualligenes and ueban design, Yas been Eebvard Dierell Stone's Trwo Cobimnbas Circl.

This bullding is the only soucnire on che circle thar addresses che shepe of the crcle both in form and in scale. Moreover,
the solid fagade of che Cohimbw Circle frontage is one thar the epe can capture; i subde ardoulasion b welcoming, snd
kcept o che human geale. The derails of the fagade were sentionally meant to echo a residence, i ouder to begoer
eeinfurce the busman scale of the arcle, and to be mote invinng to wsicons, Conerat dus bullding 1o dhe former Gulf &

W esvern Bilding across the serest, ver sy from the civde, on & pedestil wirhi oo wcslaton w sauch the epe, Tstead it
sends & miewer atanng wp into the haavens. By conemut, Twa Columbus Cirele, even in ity czrens dusheveled staze, Inoks
poaitively homey.

Firtl it in the wark of an acknowledged master of Modem srchitectre for an impottant client, and thie building
itself played an impormane role in the cultusal bfe of our ciry during en incredibly exciring time for the ar and New
"foﬁ.Thuduhuﬂ.&u',antbmﬂul-d)mdbydnaqﬁu)uulﬁ.lkwldﬂndmh&ulmlmnl
iratiturion o an meredibly exceting thing thas shoold be spplanded — make no

Hnwmwhcﬂlndlmdnhnﬂsdnqmdbnngmlppmpdlﬂnumdmhlldhqtlmkdﬂmgﬂnhhy
aut with the bahwater. For polisical reasons, the Lmtlnm:’ﬂ

eefissed to recommend the propesty to the full T, for consid u-ynwnml d lmduwk'f'hm
deliberations wese made outside the Hmmmwwﬁsmmuwimu&rp&b:hp«mlpmpmdm

wupfwdmdupwﬁwawYodal:ul-DCsmymwgmmmmﬂmhbmldanga:nmdmabb:

{with 2 grnall ell), Beesuse of che ofins F hip, Mew anﬁ&qhﬂldsﬂﬂdu‘fﬁa:ldmgmz
m this landmack’s fate.
T}uHumﬂt[J.nu!.mCumr.{lhmwdth&mdM&Mmrmewhmafﬂu
building. HDC's primary consem is that any o this 1 mnududaud;ulwh:
sppropriace by the acknowledged munscipal sxperts m approp difi hy the
Landrmarks Pr mmﬁmwmmufmwmmmmuwdmﬂwnfm

possessed rmmicipal resowsces. Rather than rely on the ounide opinions of paid conmleants, HDXC strongly recommends
full etllization of the LPC public hearng process to determine the fare of chis undque city-owned resptirce.

Ths would be 3 wan-win sicustion for all parties; even if the LPC designaved this property # & big ell Landenatk, the
s wse — wehich 15 by fur the most appropoiate we for this building — could be implemented unchanged. The
Museum of A & Design could join the dllusesious rosser of other culsural insunstions who are stawards of individual
landmatks — the Memopolitan Musewn of Are, the Amencan Musssm of Manual History, the Brooklyn Museum of Asr,
ehe i, the Whitney, and the Jewish Musenm to name just & few. These institunions all benefic from being
4 of basworic busldings, why shoubdn'e the Buseum of Art & Drsiga
Diavid Goalibfarh, Proaldes - Bager Byoam, Vies emidens — \cwwlmnm Vier Prwsideas
Dl Pypuatensial, Tramstorns - Test Musts Satrniney — Aurigy C Whiod,

Board uf Dirscnirs
Pralags Barats — Hal Boon < Clamige Calfeourn < Pransey Rlesthart = Jaries Farvert - dus Wikt Gty
Limds € Jomes - Jehn S furep) — Siwurd 5 Rieitapd. ~ fabert | Wowabeld Je. AIN - Chouimper W Lendon.
Mirnald L Malihar - Virginia Prikburmar — M Subureh = Joih Thples - Snidn Tazick
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Joe| 8hapiro

180 East 87" Straet
New York, NY 10021
T 212 248-2030

F 212 249-2031

November 7, 2003

The Preservation League of New York State
44 Central Avenue
Albany, NY 12208

Dear Board of Trustees:

| commend the League for taking a protactive stand on two Columbus Clrele and applaud the call
for a ratlonal involvement of the public in &n orderly review process for the adaptive re-use of this
iconic building.

Aside from ita hiatorical significancs as an alternative to more conventional style. Two Columbus
Clrele Is highly visible and eomprehensible beoause 2s it stands apart from It's surround and it
has a disproportlonately grand sense of scale for its modest size. Much of this has to do with its
idiesyncratic facade; it's delicacy and pattérning/ omamentation. This |s even truar now in
counterpoint to the new AOL Time Wamer building. The cityscape now bagins to really work. It
seems to me that there is great risk - much o lose and little to gain - in the proposal to
completely alter the fagade of the existing building.

Sincerely yours

y

Joel Shapiro
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Statement of LANDMARK WEST!
3 Columbuy Circle
Muonday, November 24, 2003

LANDMARK WEST! is an award-witning, ity-based i itted to
preserving the architectural heritage of the Upper West Side &msgﬁm 110" Strest
hetween Central Park and Riverside Park. Since 1985 it has worked to achieve landmark
status for individual buildings and historic districts. Today, LANDMARK WEST! s the
proud curator of the area’s 2,606 designated landmarks (up from only 337 in 1983%),

We are proud to stand here today, shoulder to shoulder with the lesding preservation nnd
civic organizations from across New York City, New York State; and America.
LANDMARK WEST!, the Preservation League of New York State, National Trust for
Historic Preservation, Historic Districts Council, Municipal Art Society, DOCOMOMO
und the Modem Architecture Working Group—we are all united in the resolute
comviction that 2 Columbus Circle is a rare, courageos building that deserves to be
preserved and respectfully revitalized.

Edward Durell Stone's former Gallery of Modemn Art at 2 Columbus Circle has been
Ioved, loathed, and hotly debated since its opening in 1964, Still controversial after
nearly 40 years, it is an undeniably significant part of New York's architectural heritage.

‘What more will it take? How many more voices must be raised before the City of New
York accepts its responsibility to af least hold a public hearing to consider whether or not
\o preserve this vital historic resource for future generations of New Yorkers to enjoy and
learn from?

In response to the demolition of Pennaylvania Station, that great de facto but
undesignated “landmark,” in October 1963 & New York Times editorial stuted, “We will
probably be judged not by the monuments we build but by those we have
destroyed,” Two years later, New Yotk City adopted its Landmarks Law to prevent
such u desecration from ever ocourring agein, Forty years later, in 2003, it is nothing less
than-sad that the City should resist using this Iaw (and that civic groups should have to
Eln ‘legnl a:uon) 10 ensure “due process” for & building that bears all of the hallmarks of

hitect, a noble purpose, high-gquality materials, and 2 unique,
sil&sperlﬁ: desis:\ for what should be one of New York's great public spaces, Columbus
Circle

We are especially grateful to the Preservation League of New York State for its
recognition of 2 Columbus Circle as part of a lineage of groundbreaking Modem
buildings that are the foous of their ongoing advocacy efforts, including E.D. Stone's A,
Conger Goodyear Houge; Alvar Aalto’s Edgar J. Kmufman Conference Rooms; and Eero
Suurinen's TWA Terminal,

We look forward to working together with the Preservation Lesgue and other groups to
ensure that 2 Columbus Circle 15 treated as the Landmark it is.
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Rabart & W, Stern

| applaud the coursgenus and farsighted decision of the Preservation eagua of
New York State to list Edward Durell Stone's Twa Galumbus Circle as ane of its "Sevan tn
Save." an impartant list of the most significant endangared properties in the entice state.
We can anly hopa that this recognition will finally prod the city's Landmarks Presarvation
Commiselan to do the right thing and hold hearings on the building's designation. To ot
even tebate the merits of designstion seeme a serious dereliction of the landmarks
Lommission's duties. Fortunately, there is still tima to make smends and begin & proper
publlc debate over the fiture of this unquestionsbly importent and, in my mind, landmark
building,
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