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I 2 AFTERNOON SESSION

. GENERAL QRANT¢! Iadies and é;entlemen, I am very hapry
Bl and proud to be able to introduce to you now one vho doesn't
= .‘:" need any introduction to many of you -- Mr. George A.

- McAneny ~~ who will spesk on the subject of preserving

;“v ] historic sites and buildings.

‘;-.. 1':; #r. MeAneny 1is the President of the American Scenic

‘:_ ; ‘-"'?»: and Historic Preservation Society, Chairmen of the Federal
;- 7 Hall Memorial Associstion, Associats Member of the National

Council, snd a membor of the Executives Board, and Viecs
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Chairman of the Natiomal Trust for Historic Pressrvation.

pattle to save Castle Clinton in Hew York idarbor as a
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national mopument. It is an 1812 war memorial.

I think that we ars particularly interested in the
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- fact that Mr. McAneny was-one of the originators of the
;., .; Kational Couneil and that if he had not given 1t tae
.;“ A 4nitial push which he gives to so msny thlngs we would not
:”3“ be rolling along now.

: ;L; . S0, the father of the Nationsl Couneil, Mr. MoAneny!
Yae s

: g‘uh'*i (Appiause.)

!' ,»:_] PHE FIGHT FOR CASTLE CLINTOR
?:1 by
::;‘ Mr. George A. ZHgAneny

l 3-“,:! *; #R. McARENY: Mr. President, ladies and Gentlemen:
F e
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I have begn asked, nevertheless, Lo speai of one thing only,
and that 1s to tell you something of the processes through
which the historic Castls Clinton in the Battery in New
York City was saved from destructlon end is now triumphantly
on the vay to complete restoration.

It has taken us nine years to accomyplish this. We have
done a2 few other tnings irn the meanwhile, but, nevertheless,
this has been on the table for nine years, beginning in 1941
and ending today.

I am going to t21l you a little bit about the niatory
of Fort Clinton so that you will realize what it meant tc
us. snd what we pelisved it meant to the city and indeed to
the nation that the olé structure should be saved.

I might say tnat there 1s no part of Hew York City
that is held so sacredly by those who understand as this
14ttle plot down on the Battery at the tip of the Island of
Manhattan. Castle Clinton not only represented, looking
backward, the military life of the naticn, garticularly the
veriod of the war of 1812, just after it was finished, but
it was the center of so muca t@at relates to the history of
New York that it may well be taken as an epitomy of 1t all,
an epitomy in value and in interest.

As you know, all of you who have studied New York in

any degree, the first visitors in New York Harbor were the

French, sailing under the flag of Louis XV, and with an
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Italian navigator named Verrszano as their dirsctor. Verra-
zano satersd the harbor in 1524. Poopularly, we speak of
Hdanyy Eudson. Actually a bhurdred ysars slapsed batwesn

that landing and the landing of the Duteh in 1609 &nd the
settlement by the Dutch in 1623. Just & hundred yoars.

The 1little ship "Dolphia" was his flagship end his only
shiy, and the “Doiphin” i1s being calsbretsd far more now
than vefors as 1ts ralationsnip tc the ciiy becomss vatter
nowm.

But in 1623{ 14 yaa»s after the voyage of Henry Hudson,
thers was a sattlsment by tha Dutch, by Warcons, and in the
threoa years after» that the purchass of the island from
the Indians at that famous sals of which you all have
neard in vhich- ths Indtzns varted with the isliand for-ths-
equivalsnt of $24. The price has risem since in sectioms.
{laughter. )

But the Dutch scttlsment was & very vpsaeceiul one, and
1t was not until 1860 when ths rumors commenced to fly that
the British nad thelr oys on the island and all of Neow
Amaterdam, 8ll of the New Netherlands for that matter, arguing
that by grace of sallings up and down the coast of the Cabois
at the end of the 15th Century it bslonged to them.

To cut 2 long story short, in 1664 they landed. They
svept old Peter Stuyvesant off his wooden leg, frigutened

him to death, nad him retired up the island, and they took

!
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possession of New Netherlands.

In 1526 when the Dutch came in, they commencsd the
bpuilding of the fort which is ths forsrunnsr of the building
that we nov celsorate. The fort wvas the main thing ir the
old settlement, the Dutch settlsment. Within its walls,
vhich were built of esrth and rubble and other easily
removable objects, there stocd the church. The church in
the fort. The prison ir the fort. Everything that belonged
to the 1ife of the town centrally was situated within the
fort in 1626. And it continued to serve 1ts purpose without
veing invelved in any warlike performance until the dey the
English arrived.

The English held it wntil 1775 when ths Patriotic army

took possessién of 1t amd held it for a few short and lively

nonths. Then the rear end of the fort was knocksd out to

let the Ameriecan army in the fort escape, &nd the fort stood
on until 1750, seven years after the evacuation, wvhen 1t
was conaidered that George Wsshington would require a
rosidence in New York as the President of the United Btates
indefinitely. He had been imaugurated there In 1789.

Tn 1750 & grandiose plan was 2ddpted to pr;vide a
Governmént House, the residence of the President, aﬁd to
provide the site they arranged to tear down vhat was left of
the old fort. #nd they did. And they built the house there.

Taey hardly finished it before the master stroke of the

e
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Fhilagelphians'occurred and the capitol was removed to
Philadelpnie to remain for tem years. The Government House
was left on our hands, to be occuried by Clinton and Jay
a3 Governors vut otherwise to stand there unemployed.

Immediately a great clamor aross in the city: In view
of the fact that from the first settlement there had deen
a fortification watching over its fate at that point,
something must be placed in its stead. and the 4rmy Engi-
neers took the matter up, and appropriatlons were secured
in Washington to build & substitute for i1t. That was in
1807. This talk coumsenced around 1800 and wnen the Govern-
ment House had been eight or ten ysars old.

But Colonsl Williams, who was the Colonsl of Engineers
at the time in the United States Army, conceived the idsa
of building three forits to take the place of ths old one
whica had been removed. Thers was to be this one of waich
we sp‘eak, a second on Governor's Island, and & third on
Bedloe's Island. The forts on Bedloe's Island, Governcr's
Tsland snd the Rattery were uniform in their arrangement
and taste and functions, built of red sandstoms teksn from
the seme quarry near Newark, manned with the saﬁa kind of
equirment, and calculated to keep the British away when the
war of 1812 commenced, as it was expected it would,

The fort was jJust a year olé and was occupied by the

£irst Commandant, Governor Bloomfield of New Jersey, who was
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8lso Commandant of tne Hew Jersey Militia. BHe opened the

doors of the fort on the morning of the 20th of June, 1812

and ennounced the beginning of the war with England two days

before in Washington. There was mo service except courier
| service for informetion, end tha information reached New
York in that fashion. And Rloomfield orened the doors wicde
and preclaimed to the people of the city and thereby to
tne people nmear New York that the fight had commenced. It
went on from that polnt furiously, as you knovw.
The fort became the center of militery overations in
that part of ‘the country. They had 40,000 men enrolled
e T | under 1ts banners at one time. £ succession of Commandents
inciuded three others, the last of whom was CGeneral Winfield
Scott, a youngish man st that time.

Then the headquarters were removed to Governor's Island
and Congress, in a mellow mood, woted to transfer Fort
Clinton to the city for a dollar and left the city free to
use it as 1t wished.

The elity had no better use for it than to turn it into
H a great place for public amusement, which it di@. Fortunats-~
ly, it found able and appropriate tenants, and Castle Garden
| . took its place in the scheme of the city. Castle Gardsn

though not enly became the center of the city socially but

vatriotically, vublicly and in every way. There was held

the great reception to Lafayette at the time of his revisit

[ E————
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to America in 1824; the visit of Kosciusko; the visit of the
then Frince of ¥Walss, later Edward VII. Every President of
the United States found some occasion for going to Few

York and was ente»tained at Castle Garden.

It i3’ @ long story, and I von't bore you with it
except L0 point out that all that was in its history snd
that 1t remained in that way.

_ It provided for the debut of Jenny Lind in America, of
grand opera in New York.

In 1855 it was sold to the State of New York to be
used as ap immigrant station. aAnd during the pariod
immediately following that wmtil 1880, 7,900,000 future
eitizens of the United States passged through its rortals.

In 1850~ the-acouerium vas- oshablished- there-upder - - -
an arrangemsnt yith the Zoological Sociaty of New York,
and there thet vemained until its dsath knell was apparenily
about to be sung.

 That brought us right down to 1940, The origin of the
present rov which ended so happily recently lay in the fact
that the Commiasioner of Parks for the city, vho was also
president of two or three of the subvay companies of the
city, designed a great bridge to cross the Battery Park end
to connect New York and Brooklyn. This bridge would nave
cost 2 mint of money. It would have blotted out the fine

skyline of the lands around the Battery. It would have
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been a greast and precarious thing to regard in times of
war,

There vere soms of us who organized a little coterie of
committees, of whieh I took the chairmanship, to oppose that
bridge. We did oppose it there end in the press anéd before
the people in Washington, and the War Depariment decided
against 1%, chiefly on the ground of a war peril.

The Commissioner was pretty "wrathy" about that. He
had held this bridge very muok to his hesrt as a iink in a
circumferential chain of highways sbout ths city which

vould be broken there at that peint. But there had been a

. movement hsfore that to build a tunnel, and we poipnted to

that and ssid, "Why mot go ahead with 1t?" And we d41d go

ahead .with it, and ths money was provided largely by the

RFC. It was about to commence vhen the war came along in
1941 and all -chances of building = bridge or tummel were

obliterated for four years.

But the discussion of what was te b2 done later went
on. And tha Commissioner, in part I have always belisved
as perhaps an undue expression of his spiteful feeling
about it, started in to remove the acquarium, 28 he called
it, and sthervise to tear dowm great trses and to destroy
the besuties of the Bettery from our point of view.

The plot to save the fort becams crystalliszed undery a

conmittee of the same leadership and management, and we
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took the mattes before the Boavyd of Bstimate and apportion—'
' ment, which is the governing body of the City of New. York.
There a mobion to demolish the fort was csarried by a8 vote‘
of 9 to 5. The votes that were- cast were given wmder the
impressicn that i1t also would provably fail.
we went ahead with the anit,‘nevsrtheless, and we came
within one véte in the higheraourt of cerrying it; bt the
' gseisien -to -do nothing prevailed. -And the Board of Esti-
' mate voted tb’ﬁémoliéh‘thé'forte- 4 '
? Théd followed two yesdrs in the courts, many wmore years
in the'press, the organization of civicubodiea of every
Council of Commervce and Industry; the Inatitute of Architects.
There was a 1ist of 23 -organisations, I.believe; who banded
tozeths® and appointed their vepresentatives to our. couneil.
. Apd undsr that leadership the fight went on. - e
Yo enlisted the ‘aid of ‘the Setrstsry of Interior, Mr.
Tekes, eerly in the dis¢ussion. He took the metter up with
the ﬂayor,‘Laﬁﬁﬁrﬁiﬁ; and a 1lively  correspondence ensued:
My, Iékes speeking for'the fort, the Mayor for destruction.
" ¥hat’ Belayed 1t agaim in ‘the largest part for a long

s S
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-T{e Nationsl Park Bervice :did early in the game take the
matter up, and from that time forward we had s most powerful

and influential, lively, interested friemd. 5
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Part of the plet, an-importént pars of the plot, was
to gain the money from Washington to pay for the cost of
restoring the old fort. This we promoted Ibefora committees
of Congress vhere sloguent discoursss were had by members
of the Park Berviece, and which snded in the nppropriation
of $165,000 to imaugurate the wvork. ' | .

Thait was done and the pews wes carried.to the City .
Hell, In the ﬁ:aant.imﬂ 03:1 tve other occasions thsy had -
voted to demolish the fort. There wore five all told.

But Shey ware much iImpresssé by ths appearance of an interest
in Washington expressed in this i‘asﬁion and began to telk
guite differently. ‘

But ib va‘s nacessary to gat.am anabl:lng.act througa
at Albany permitting the eity to make the transfer to the
govermment. That took us two yeeps. All of these -things
combined to add up to nine yem' of effort to have this
thing dong., And finally the Board of Bstimate . scted
favorably. The government was notified accordingly. A
deed was prevared transférring’the property fmm the eity
%o the nation. 7That deed passed the scrutiny of ths Attorney
Oeneral and rsceived .his approval. A1l of this withinm the
post few months, and At was announced by the Park Service
that Fort Clinton would be saved.

Well, that meant a pcmérful lot to-us. We belioved

‘that it not omly meant victory in ® local contest bubt that
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it vould serve as an example snd encquregement to others
all through the land that the way in which to gain the
acqguisition of & property destined for destruction was &o
keep everlastingly at it end mot be discoursged by any
events whnatsosver.

Ve werg hauled out of.court egein snd again, bHut we
cams back time after time, and we succgeded. Now the Park
Service has baksn hold of the yestorapjon itself. They
have before them a 1list of 11{ differspt suggestions of
things that, can e donq yith Caatle Glinton. The piles of
rudbbigh that, bad h?apeﬂ up about it, for gne taing, were
removed very soon. And may I say in parentheses thabt Hr.
Drury recelvsd & lat}:.er from Gom;sa;.ﬂmer_maea several

weeks ago roferring to the york to e done, calling

attention to the close preximjty of the park in which ths

roservation was msds, apd volunteering to cooperate with
nim in any way possidble to bring.the thing 1!;0 a proper com-
clusion. ) 4 8

So tnat wes a very £itting and very hfxppy ending of
our old feud with the Commissiomsr, who ¥was very much in
oarnest and very properiy &0 .prhaps at having logt his
bridgs, but:, nevertheless, it has beeg defeated and he says
he is willing to work with the ?iu:tor.

The first thing to be done therd, aftexr the gleeping-out

pztgcgsé has been finished, has been to denude the yt__zilding
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evidences of its having been adovted, and adopted here and
adopted there. It's becoming almost & ory: "Save ths old
places.”

That cry is eonsiderably zidel by the creatien of the
Hational Trust, adbout vwhlch 80 mmch hes been saild here
today. Tho National Trust was concsived in P£ine shape ard
under fine-circumstances sad upon fine petterns, following
ths success of what had beer done in England @uring 50 ysars
rast, and we expect from it, a3 sosn &35 vudblic attention

bas besn proparly fastened on 1ts possidilities, great

things, as Mr. Smrface ssid this morning.

Gentlamen, . ladiag, sk one ware. . o3d .- aboi.a-maiiew. ..
that 1s e¥kin to the fort, which ﬂavalopad at ths sams tims
apd 4s now ripsning &% the sams tims. That is the turning
into the Pedoral H=2ll Veworial of ths old Sub-Treasury
building at Wall and Kassau Streets in Wew York. ©On that
8ite it was that the first Congress sat for 20 wonths. On
toat site it was that Coorge Yashington was inasugurated
ag Preosidont, the great dspertments crcated and thsiyr heads
appointed, and & great start givem to the afra:!__rs of the
oountry through the adoption of Hamilton's financial
i system. Theors the Bill of Rights was framed and passed and

passad on to the states for ratification. Thevre the

history of the ¢auntry has oressed that old dbuilding at a
q hundyred thousand points, constantly; constantly for years.

;




The original city hall which had been converted into
Pederal Hall in 1699 had disappsared in 1812, but not until
4t had been convertsd to be the lF'adersl Hall under ths
plans of ¥ajor L'Enfant vhich were expressed in his
beautification and edaptation for practical usss. Tsn years
agn it secwed to soms of us that it wvas a mistalks to com-
gider the Hall and its sits, which were valued by ths city
not for -taxing purposss but for appraising purposes at
eight millions and a half -~ it is situated on the most
costly land in ths world -- it ssemsd, asverthsless, & great
shams $hat 41t should be turned into surplus as ths then
- Phe World'a Pair was abont to epen up, and some of
_ tnus people who were interesied in that maiter took up at
¥ashington the question of saving the old Hall. The upshot
of 1t was that tho 1dea of selling it for any price was
given up, and 1t was turned into & national historic momu-
mant. It was used first as the Custom House, later as the
Sub-Tressury, later still as the Federal Bank -- the first.
Just cefore the war of 1941 it vas turned over te a body
of citizens known as Federal Hall Momorial Associates as
custodians of the most of 1t.

Pheoy organiged a miseum. They have organized a
itbrary. Thsey have cor;duoted hundreds of popular mestings

or the steps, appeals for funds during the war, and 4o on.
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For ten years we held it without further ado. For the
first fouy the war stood in the way of anything, President
Ro0sevslt had looked over the plans, was emthuslagtic about
it but said, "It will have to walt,” And 1t did bays to
vait. And no sooner was the war sndad than the Government
announced that 1t contermplated the sstavlishzont of ths
Passport Division of the 3tate Dapartmant in the building,
ard thero than preclcus place was gilven ovar to the issuance
of passports,

That, though w2 struggled against it constantly,

continusd until & month ago when, through ths cooperation

of ths Stato Dspariment,. tha Intariar Dapantmsnt.and iha... .
Park Service, which is the real custodian of the propsriy,
it was turned over %o us in toto, and tihs Passvort Division
vas mowsd, |

Contrects have now besn let for tha removal of all o
the things that bave.blocksd the inside of the Puilding,
particularly the great doms rocm, which i3 sne of the most
nagnificent I have over ssan. Steps will be taken at once
to restore that Hall and havs it ir shape for publie dedica-
tion as soon &3 it 1s faasiblsf

Parely throuéh coincidence the fight tec save Fort
Clinton has proceeded hand in hand with that to save the
Federal Hall Hemorial. Ve won them both. Thersfore, wo

cousidar It & year of Jjudllee, of a good deel of satisfaction.
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Ve hope that whsrsver you are yourselves intersested

and in whatevor ventures of salvation you havs your hand,
FJou will consider tho wisdom of waiting everlastingly if
nacessary to get vhet you want as we did.

{Sustained ap»lanza.)

CZHZRAT, GRANT: Thane you very muoh, Mr. Mcéneny, for
this historieally interssting and no3¢ encouraging talx on

hovw Rhaose two memo=isls hoavo bHoen zaved.




