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Jamalca

i By ROBERTA BRANDEY{ GRA
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programs all over the state. And when the

. Jﬂm&mmwtermtheheaﬂqtﬂ;:

smnm a5 an ‘experiment and now

the prototype of community arts -

! .dally afternoon programs as u string quar-
+ 4st ocopcert or & vegetable jewelry demon-

- formance, mercismtenh'nghowlargetho
:udmmawmbe

LY pvariably though, 1tis a diver dvereitied ond”
; Auenun audience—people who lve outside

| stration or an African drum and dance per-
t

uled during lunchtlm ‘hours to attract local

employes,
theret was lybudget -of-.$10,000,.
Today with publie and-foundatl

. 25 an unusual effort to Incorporate the

.more than just exhibitions or perfonna.uces,

there s instruction and workshop programs.
The Jamalca Arts Center Project started -

arts inte the major urban redevelopment

. of-Jamuaica-Center. The idea for it was flrst

ted In p 1968 report by the Reglonal:

lon money
lt fs $225,000, wh!ch {ncludes funds for main-
of the bullds has

_the srea but work.in-the local bush
} mtlou&ng children from nearby commml-
“Ules, b tves with toddl

. m brezk from the shopping. or playgmund,

¥ routihe.
LA !ecent quiiting: demonstration and
i mlmlnp brought 70 participants; a Chinese

: Jookers and s Ssturday puppet. show at-
wted 250 people — “all ages, sexes and
eulor" notes Ward Mintr, divector of the

—ﬂ"ltepmgmmhumbuﬂdinxgndually
hutﬁemm&mntwo-yurpeﬂodbuut
F this year when

c.

thoe ‘snd retalns many features of the
&mbuﬂﬂnxmthemdudmof
G:Jamdu;mostauuwve. -

. s Wow there uwre: afterschool worlkshops
?pknnedlortmhll.ammdwd.Immﬂ
 patog cmt;d and executed by 253 lecal
;nd!.cm‘rmtexhlb!ﬁono!

i ealigraphy demonstration brought ‘40 om-’

The threestory,
twmemiy housed the City Register’s Of-.

*'The
enlisted the cooperation of private busl-
nesses, the expertise of the Queens Council
on the Arts t.nd the support of Queens pro~
tesslonal

n“tgr"u

Just getting ‘.lmmllng of its own was -

an accomplishment for the Arts Center, “But
we got it from the city,” says Mintz, “on
{he basle of an umusual concept. It s to
be turned into e multi-use bullding with
office and retail space being rénted to cover
malntenance costs md suhsidize the art-
space.” :

‘That 13 «till m the wurklng stages but
for now there iy ‘2 large exhibitlon space

" on the ground floor that was designed by

Bernfe Woltf, former chief degigoer at the
Brookiyn Museum. And the entire second
floor iy an aopen spacs for workshops and
performandes,

The concept of the Jamaica Arts Center
s one‘that had been developing In recent
years as an alternative 1o the isolated four-
wall museumn. In_a center such as this,
there . ia mvolvemmt 111 ;11 the arts. And

i

Plan Assn. on why Jamaica should become
a regional center and the focus of & con-
certed development effort that  Involved
local, state and federal Programs e.longslde
private ones.

Out of that grew the Greater Jamalca
Development Corp., a kind of umbrella for
the varled plans that called for the bullding
of the new York College, office develop-
ment and programs for upgtad]ng the
skifls of area resldents, '

As an integral part of the over-all pro-
 gram, cultural sctivitles were

fo be in-
corporated during the planning stages. .

“That's what makes this program
unique,” says Mintz, 26, who untll June,
1972, was assistant to the director of the
Brooklyn® Museum.
program for the arts during the development
stages of something was unheard of.”

In many efforts to revitallza business
areas, the question is usually posed, “How
can we atiract new businesses?” Here the
question was, “What do people néed ¢o live
here end enjoy themselves?” notes Lucy
Kostelanetz, visual. arts pro; director

gram
tor the New York State Counclt on- the -
Arts, one of the many sources of- pubuc and .

pdmo funds for the project.

“I's g good example of the new {rend”
adds Miss Kostelaneiz, “to alm for the com~
plete environment, to integrate the artx !nto
the fabric of the communlty.”

City Walls, the non-profit organlnﬁun

that has succeeded In bringing wall paint- -

ings by pmtessiml artists to ne!ghbor»

Emuy ammer is on mﬁou.

hotds ali over the clty. has already come
_pleted one by Robert Wiegand st the Cen-

ter's Jamalea Av. corner and Is worklog with
the ctenter 1o place slx more in major spota
of the downtown area., = .

Dworis Freeman, Clity. Walls presldent says
of the Jamalea project: “By glving the peo-
ple something vislbly exciting, it shows that
the area is not dying or dead. U's a new
end Important element in basle planning.
We know arts atiract people and If a down-
town area shows slgns of life people won't
desert it. Physical development takes tlme
but creative*development ¢an happen fm-
mediately.”

In many public art programs, the pat-
tern has been to “glive” the community an
already planned serles of cultural activitles,
bringing in performers from blg name in-
stitutions or exhibitlons from museum col-
lectlons.

In Jamalca, Ward Mintz polnts out, “We
go to the community to find out what they
want and they get involved in developing
it. People walk In off the street end offer
thelr talents and we use them.”

Mintz cities the .Jayolvement. of the
Jamaica Art Moblligation (JAM), a group
of some 80 working Queens artists who
have sought, 1 gef,more Jnvojyed in their,

“Starting an over-sll.
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m community and often: veork: on Genter,
projects. , : :
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Janet Henry, vice-president iof.JJAM,
typities thig involvement. She is7a young
black painter who got her first exposure
to the arts when she lved In Kast Harlem
and took part in a cultural program’at:
HARYOU-ACT and Jater attended city art
schools, Now ghe lves In Jamalea and one
day approached Mintz with the idea of doing.
& wall palnting near her Jamaica home. 4-

With the help of nelghborhood-
sters, o colorful mural deploting brother-
hood now graces the wall of the ¢liy health
station at 105th Av. and Waltham 8t, Janet
Henry, who now runs a mural workshop, af
the center, currently has 28 youngsiers
starting & painting that they have deeigned
under her. directlon on the wall of  the
Mayor's Office of Jamalca Planning .and
Development at 162-04 South Rd. nnd quon
Hall 8t.

Miss Henry sees the entlro projeet ‘and
specitic programs as a ‘“rare  opportunity
for whites from north Jamalca and_blacks
from south Jemalca to get’iogether, not’
to change cultures or’'for one to take- over
the other but to do something -together,:

‘I'm Wred of blacks only talidng -to ‘blacks
“and women only*tandng to ‘wormen. :

gets dull” oy
Plans are also undmy, say, Min
to develop programs. relating: (b s.the
history of Jamalca. They have alreadysoom-
pleted an architectural survey of Queem'«,
“discovering more t!uan 1000 bulldings. of
significant architectural value;” ted -8,
photo -exhibit of < fLasti~ Amh!tectu.re of -
Queens" and are looking “to devetop”mme
blcentennial projects relatin 3?33%&
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