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A Radio |
Tower for

Riverside Drive hotel wants
to build a radio tower on the
roof that would be taller
than the building itseif.

Don Lewis, owner of FM
radic station WHBI, owns
ard resides at the Riverside
Towers Hotel, 80 Riverside
Dr., at 80th Street. The radio
tower for WHBEI is currently
atop the Ritz Tower at Park
Avenve and b5ith Street.

Lewis claims a commercial
structure under construction
would interfere with trans-
mission from the §7th Street-
location. Since WHEI already
operates out of basement of-
fices In the Riverside Towers,
Lewis says it would ke the
logical place for relocation of
the transmitter. Since River-
side Drive is a strictly zoned
residential area, 2 zoning.
varlance is required froem the
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals. Community Board 7,
legislators led by Councilman
Ted Weiss and an assort-
ment of neighboring home-
dwners and apariment dwel-
lers have expressed opposi-
Hon to the plan for a varfety
of peasons. ;| & 474
Called Ugly

“For one thing it would be
terribly ugly,” says Les
Wolff. who resides on 80th
Street, across from the hotel.
“They're now operating the
FM station there illegally
and It they get approval for
the tower, it would.be Jegal-.
lzing a commercial venture
on Riverside Drive?

Wolff argues that the hotel
15 148 feet high and with the
radlo tower would be 338 feet
high, “making It the tallest
structure on Riverside — the
equivalent of almost 40 stor-
tes”

Two engineers. and two
architects, Wolff says, ex-
amined the plans and claim
it i3 “impossible” for the ho-
tel, which 1s approximately
40 by 41 feet, to sustain the
radio tower without being a
danger to the surrounding
community.

Lewis says his designing
engineers have taken into ac-
count all potential dangers,
including high winter winds.
Lewis purchased the building
in 1988 and resides in Iiis
penthouse. The hotel, he
says, is a money-losing prop-
osition and the only reason
he can maintain ity “first
class quality” Is because of
the station profits.

WHBIL serves the metro--
politan area with primarily ;
forcign language programs.
“It i5 economically unfeasible
to maintain the hotel without
the radio statlon” Lewis
says,

It the variance is denled,
Lewls adds, "it is highly like-
Jy that I would sell the hotel
or turn It over to a manag-
ing agent who says he could
guarantee me $30,000 a year
profit as Jong as I don't care
what kind of tenants it gets,
You ean imagine what that
mesns—an overnight slum.”

The hotel was built In 1927
ey a residence for Columbla
Taw School graduate stu-
dentts. It was sold afier the
1829 crash and has been & |
hotel ever since, - f




