Firehouse Engine Co, 31 at 87 Lafayette St. bullt In 1895, Is & city-owned Iandmark
coming up for wchon in February,
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2 Firehouses Among
Landmarks for

By ROBERTA B. GRATZ

It's a firehouse that looks
like a French chatean.

In February, the. city Is
putting the 18th century
lower Manhatan structure on
the auction block. But pre-
servationists think the city-
ought to keep the land

rk -

spotting distaot fires. A com-
bination of granite, red sand-
stone, brown brick and terra
cotta detalling, it was de-
slgned by Frank Freeman,
cosidered Brooklyn’s most

" ereative architect.

All three pmpmia are
being auctioned with the

building.

Two other elty-owned land-
marks will also be auctioned
off next month — the first
time the ey has auctioned
landmark civie structures.

The real estate auction Is
the traditional method used

by the city to dispose of sur-

plus property it cannot use.

| Most of it is glum properties

that come to the city because
of tax defaults,
One of the three ptoperties

; Involves a case of defauited

taxes— a four-story simple
brick-front yow house in
Hunters Point, Queens, part
of a historic district that con-
tains examples of almost
every architectural style pop-

| ular between 1870 and 1890.

There is not much concern
about the sale of this pro-
perty since it will be limited

1 to residential use and is con-

sidered quite desireable.
Concern Over 2 Firchouses
There is concern, however,
for the two firehouses, which
are. considered | among the
more substantial public build-
ings ever built here and until
& few years ago were in use.
‘With its steep roof, eorner
tower, well-proportioned dor-
mer windows and lacy details,
the 1895 firehouse of Engine
Co. 31 at 87 Lafayette St

| looks more like @ French

Renalssance chatean  than
anything else, “That was a
time of great civic pride in
public buildings,” notes archi-
teet William Shopsin, »and it
is the same French Renais-
sance style that was used for
many of the first mansions
along Fifth Avenue, such as
the Felix A, Warburg House

which s now the Jewish
Museum,”
The old Brooklyn Fire

Headquarters at 368 Jay St.
is an 1882 Romanesque Re-
vival structere with an arched
cntranceway for the horse-
diawn engines and adjacent
tyver oiiginally used  for

stnpulatlon that the. pmvi—
sions of the city’s landmarks
preservaton law will apply.
Under that law, a landmark
may_not-be torn down or

externally’ aitered ' ‘withéut’

the approval ‘af the Land-
marks Commission. .

However, under that law
an owner ean obtain per-
misslon for demotition it it
is proved that the property
is not ‘economically feasible
for use. A 1870 architectural
study of the Engine Co. 31
bullding showed that 1t
would cost $1 million” to
make H usable, due mostly
to foundation problems.

Several clyic groups that
had | expressed
using the firehouse found the
cost prohibitive. “The eity
has allowed that building to
deteriorate,” says Shopsin,
“and now expects a private
purchaser to pay for re-
storing 1t.*

Some landmark preserva-
tionists consider the cliy's
handling of the Engine Co. 31
firehouse a clear reflection of
official indifference to land-
mark preservation.

“It is hypocritical to make
private owners carry the
burden just so the city can
unload its landmarks,” says
Kent Harwick, executive di-
rector of the Municipal Art
Society. “Instead of putting it
on the real estate laundry
list,” he said, “there should
be a policy that e¢ity agencies
use Jandmark buildings.”

Office tor Landmark. Panel?

Some observers argue that
the firehouse, not far from
City Hall, would be approp-
yiate space for a small
agency like the Landmarks
Comunission which paysrent
{o a private owner for its
crowded  offices  at 308
Broadway. .

“If the ety s
abaut itz archite
sures,”  says Barwick,

trea-
“it

interest in.

serious

f SCI Ie

has to go to the extra
trouble of using them.".-
Concern for the Jay Street

‘firehouse 1s of a different

nature. That property Is be-
ing auctioned with the ad-
ditional Hmtiation that It
may only.be used for “non-
profit educational purposes.”
A Brookiyn educatfonal -
stitution has “been trying to
gain use of the structure
for several years. .
The Fire Dept. was report~
edly ready-to.turn over the

- building to the organization

when It became vacant but
it was placed instead on the
auction list. “Maybe in most
cuses,” Barwick says, “the
city must dispose of property
through - guction but these
are Iandmarks; not ‘shum
properties, and there should
be more imagimative $olu-
tions. It the building and
user are important encugh,
a 99-year Jease -at nominal
cost could be arranged.”

‘The Hunters Pant row
house and the Jay Sireet
Firehouse are scheduled. for
the January 28 auctlon. The
Engine go. 31 bullding Is
scheduled - for the Feb 2
auctlon, . :

Brando’s Giﬂ :
To the Indians

AGOURA, Cal (AP)—
Amid Indjan chants and the
pounding of tom-toms, Mar
lon Brando stood on'a miud-
dy, windswept hilltop and
handed over to Indian repre-
sentatives the deed to 40
rolling aeres he owned in the
Santa Monica mountains. -

“1 glve you'my deed and
title to this land for your
keeping and relinquish ‘my
claims forever,” the altor
said yesterday to medicine

- man Semu Huaurte of the 23-

tribe Redwind Assn. “I also
give you my sentiments-—and

apologies far being 400 years
Jate”

The document was then
given to Hank Adams, of the
RKurvival of American Indians
Asgn, The property is next ¢
a rual Log Angeles subur
named Liberty Canyon.
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