By ROBEETA B, GRATZ

The Landmarks Preserva.
tion Commission ls expected
to announce today the desig-
natlon of the Otto Kahn and
James A, Burden mansions
at 1 and 7 East $1st. The
designations come four years
after the commission first
considered landmark propos-
als for the two manslons,
which house the Convent of
the Sacred Heart School.

Representatives  of  the
school four years ago had
threatened to challenge any
designation in the courts. To-

day, these representatives
are expected to welcome the
designation  rather  than

threaten sult.

The change of heart fol-
bows four years of eommu-
nity and government efforts

exepected  for the Andrew
Camnegle Mansion on  the
Fifth Av. and 90 St. corner,
acing the Kahn and Burden
houses. Now the Cooper-
Hewitt Museum of decor-
ative arts, the 1001 Carnegle
chateay was not In danger
af demolitlon. The Georgian-
style home of the late Scot-
tish-born steel magnate—like
the Kahn and Burden man-
sions—had been considered
by the landmarks commis-

Landmark Designation Due
For 2 Mansions on Fifth Av. °

proposals that has never
been decided on by the com-
mission, Approximately 100
such proposals remain unde-
eided, some dating back to
publie hearings of the late
10605,

Most of the 22 properties
on today's commission cal-
endar are on the E. 82d 8t
block front across from the
Metropolitan Museum of Art
They are expected to be
turned down for landmarks

slon for Fia several
years ago but never desig-
nated,

Decisions on 19 other land-
mark proposals also will be
announced Ly the commis-
sion today. The now com-
mission  chairman, Beverly
Moss Spatt, has expressed a
detarmination to clear up
the long standing backlog of

to help resolve the fi lal
disaster that confronted the
school if it maintalned the
facilitles without outside as-
sistance, The prolonged as-
sistance effort only “pleked

past year and is one of the

how the ceonomics of prog-
ress  threalens
architectural Lrensurcs.

See Final Solution

Although the detalls of an
actual solution have yet to be
worked out, representatives
of the school are satisfied
that the mechanics are well
under way and that in the |
near foture a plan will be
! made final. The key to that
| plan fa the Landmarks Con-
i servancy, o recently formed
'| group of prominent citizens
| seeling to ralse private
i: funds for the express pur-
!} pose of saving threatened
landmarks.

In this case, the Conserv-
ancy would extend an In-
terest frée loan to the Con-
vent ta help offset the finan-
cial losses the school sus-
taing by staying in the two
mansions. Such a Joan would
provide time for the Convent
eventually to sell its air.de-
velopment rights when the
real estale market improves.

‘When completed in 1918,
Otto Kahn's supposed copy
of a Medici palazzo was con-
sidered not only the largest
private residence in the coun-
try but also the finest. The
Kahn mansion, the 1802 Bur-
den house newt door and
other smaller adjacent turn-
of-the-century mansions com-
bine to form, undisputedly,
one of the finest blocks re-
maining in the eity.

At today's commlisslon
meeting, designation is also

up serious momentum in the |
most obvious examples of |

this city's |
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