o A Reprieve at Grace Church
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By ROBERTA B GRATZ
The leaders of Grace Church
have agresd 1o postpone un-
il Feb. 14 their decision to
demolish two Gothle flevival
bidldings that form an In-
tegral parl of the 18561
church complex.

TThe recor of the church,
Rev. Benjamin Minifie, sald
he was “extremely sheplical”
that & worlablo alterrative
would be developed.

Preservation architects ond

rently serves as a achool
playground. The threatened
hulidings would then be reno-
vated to provide ndititlonal
sroom and effice wpace.
MNewman I8 working out his
plin independently and with.
out official sanction from the
Planning Commisalon.
Althouigh the church jtsell
and the Rectory which face
Broadway are officlally des-
Ignated landmaris, th
Fourth Av. bulkdings are nat,
Oply i Landmarks
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over the imminent
boss of such historleally im-
portant strustures sought the
delny. They are preparing ul-
ternatlve  proposals - that
would provide meeded new
facilities for the charch with.
out sacrificing the landmark
quality bulllingn,

Current church plans call
for the demalition of the twa
buliings facing Fourth Av.
at 10th 81 Jmown as Clergy
House and Huntington Hovse
and bullt for residential e,
the tulidings have been va-
cant since 1538, They weuld
Le replaced by a two-stary
Tuilding providing & gym
and classrooma. The facilitien
have long been noeded for
the Grace Church school, an

B0-year-old clementary school
with 43 students primarily
rawn from non-church af
filiated famifles,

rehitect

Alternative deslgrs being
draven wezo Initiated by Prol
James Marston Fiteh of Co-
lumbla University, a leading
architectural historian. Fiteh
malntains that “the facades
of thote bulldings reprosent
theee quarters of a mmrr
of Gothic flevival prehitec-
tiire by the most duungulm.
o ecloctic architect” He also
paints out that “urbanistic:
ally™ they am |mportant to
the “pelghborhood and for
the eontext of the church it-
selt™ And, he adde it s
“iromle” that in the fmmedi.
nte area (here are taking
place lmportant restorations,
1o Cooper Unlon.

Fiteh's plan calls for roten-
tlon of the Gothie facades
with & now strusturn behini
them — a preservation aj-
proach he sayw b eommanly
tased In Enrope.

Angther plan belng worked
out by Milton Newman of the
Urban Design Group — the
design arm ol the Planaing
Commlssion ~= calls for con-

struction of § gy on an ad-
heens wm ot that cur

may not be torn down or ex-
mally altered without ap-
of the Landmarks

howerer, that they ihought
the prw bullding would only
require the demolition of two
hrick houses adjacent but not
architecturally related to the
Gothis grouping.

“The church has been very
consclous of Its Lrwlnhlﬂlr

af these bulldings.” says Re
Imjrmn Minifie, charch :m
tor since 1900, Several preser-
vatlon plans were explored,
e sald, but were found te
be “impractical and incos-
veniont.*

Ironically, a senbor vestry
man of the church Is Whit-
farth

Menwich, eredited with spark-
Ingg this eountry’s 16th century
race:

Gothle  renalssance.
Church was Renwick's flest
majer work and fallowing its
complotion, Renwick was se-
lectod to design St Patrick’s
Cathedral

The Landmarks Commis-
sion  first  considored  the
Grace Chusch  designation
following passage of the 1063
bandmarks law, A former
staff member responaible lor

says that the entire chureh
complex was origimally sched-
ubed for landmark considera-
tien,

“AL the lant minute” says
the former stalf member
who prefers to remaln anosy-
mous, “the Fourth Av. bulld-
Ings weee pemaved from the
calendar, Suposedly that was
the only way the chirch
would agree to designation
without a fight. Even at that
time, the church informed
commission members It
would probably have to de.
molish those bulldings for
future use.”

Frank Gilbert, the current
exeeutive  direclor of the
cammission who was an the
commisaion Naff at the time,
denles the Fourth Av. bulld.
mh were initlalty consider:

e, “Peopile rrm-ul»vl things
differently,” he s
The conflict mwem chuarch
and  community  represent-
auved flared last woeek al a
neighborhood meeting In
which ehurch spokesmen
argued that their plans
were publicized I local pa-
pers many months ago and
that It was too late and cost-
Iy MW o to-areconaidor.: Com-

munity  beaders  malntals,

led & fund-ralsing drive to
preserve the Renwich bulld-

ings and to build the gym
where the two brick bulll-
ings stand.

The elfort failed, Seymour
says, for lazk of maney. Only
$400,000 of a needed $1 mil-
Tlom was ralsed. “We're not
vandals sdown there” Sey-
maur says, “but our view is
that unless the school can bo
preserved — and overy good
school has a gym — then the
church will  just wither
away”

ymour added, howover,
that *it the Fitch plan Is
Tonnibe. we still want to con-
sider |

The final decision, sayn Dr.
Minifie, “will be up to thn
ehureh veatry. He predicts
however, the alternative pro-
posalswill be “too far fetched
and eostly to be practical”




