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Another Landmark Under the Gun

n: BOUFRTA B GRATE

When In 1014, banker and
ori patrn Otin Kahn cem-
misioeed & private Tesh
thenes 5t and Filts Av.,
e ordered (WAt no expense
be spared 1l wis to be
lecnted only = block
noeth of Andrew Casnegle's
neoGeorglan  mansion and
mn the mams sirset as the
turp-of-the century homes of
the soclally prossinent Dur.
dens and Hammonds.

When completed In 1918,
Kahn's supposed copy of &
Modiel patazen was consider-
o rot only the largest pri-
vatn residencs in the eoustry
|r-1 Al the finet

witich had outgrewn Is edu-
eational facilities af Sith 5t
san A,

Well Malninined

Eubdra ke 1o el visltors:
"Kmhn felt the nums wesld
pressrve the  magnifieent
home as well as puttieg it to
ool wse. Mo wouM be proud
16 leoarw 1L g boes preserved

ndmirably and  has  been
kneros mx 2 Mew York City
Tamdmark™

Malntained it has heen

Tk a preseryationint's
dream. No wood  paneling
has been removed, po fres-
roed ceilings or walls painted
over, no gold trimmed err.

emmbeli disturbed.
Oripiral chandeliers and fix:
| tares have been. retained

whare passihie and where re.

ersved lighting has been nes-
canary, installatien hew heen
eareuted with wuch earo that
barely & docorative elemnt
has been disturbesd

Eren the elovator, with its
masioral mural painted on
the four interice walls to xs-
st Mre. Kahn in overceening
elatistrophalila, Is Intact,

Teens are maw el

rooma, the “art roem® & I
brary, the baltroom, an atdi-
torium and hallwny nooks
and craprics seem to be
Pavorite chatiing places for
Eroups of the more than 400
girta who attend the elemen.
ry and secondary achool,
iearings In 1974

Thie adjacent Durden man-
slon at 7 B lst, ‘with it
eireular wtalrease and mu
raled dome, s also ovnod
and used by the school ard
has heen maintaloed In itx
eriginal splendor.

How both manslons are in
ttanger, the target of the AB-
toa-famil

servaties Conmmimsbon  held
[uklie hearings to consider
desigmnation of the entire D1st
BL Mock —undisputedly one
af the fintt blocks remmin.
ing In the city. No dmigna-
tlon hag yet been made
The elrcurmstances pasaliel
these of many lamlmark
structures the cily has
ket — & fleancially
Premsed  instituties  owning
prime real estate. in need of
cxpaeded and improved fasit.
Hies and no meney to secuo
them. A wurr -
munity fighting off rapld
Tnxury bl
S0l desperale ol 86 loae
one of Ita rapldly
--M:Nnn trensures, A city-
wile community paotting

Fmore and more pressare on
the Landmarks Commission
and City Hall to rescae what
remains of the clty's alreaiy
dimlnished pait

Vet, cn all levels of gov-
ermment — from the City
Phannisg Commlsslon. 1o the
Lardimarks Comsmbasion  to
the ol commusity board
m nv-nrh-d melghborhecd

conalderable thme

e mm:; han beem spent
wearching for a viabie wohs-
tion. A sciution, fa other
wards, that veould
the hushdings and mot bring
tendise etonomie handship Lo
the educntional Irstitstion.

“Everyone al the Lamd-

ribly nice but we jast haven't
gotien anywheen” sayn nt-
torney Peter G Schmide,
spekesman for the school,
Four years and hours of
molusion.buimting
later, thete has been o des.
ixnstion asd no amnouseed

of

wick, cuceutive direotor of
the Musicipal Art Seciely,

the basle infent of the law.”

The VM3 landmarks pres-
ervation law provides fer n
year following destgnation in
wehizh the ity muse preduce
A bayer for w throatenod
Tandmask property or some

with denodition. The commis.
., however, has long shows
10 make dif feult

relaotanco
designations without first

findiog = solutlon, best des-
Iznations bead Lo court mute.

e are ot opposed to the
soneept of deslgnation,” sayu
Bchn#L, bt )t Is o depriva-
tken of our private property.
rights. T we're going to be
designated a landmarie that
means we're doing something
for the cliy aml we mast be
iven something in exchange.
Otherwise it fa geanamie pen.
wiy for nothing. 1t as
simple wa that”

All potential sehutiona o
far fave eentered around
sale of the school's air de-
welopment rights. The eco-
nomic realities are swch, hw.
ever, thal there In It
demanl for alr rights pew,

No cee has yet given up
and, b fact, the search for
» salilion has been mavieg
#t an urgest pace In recent
weeks, Talk now centers
around the posabillity of in-
volving the Landmarks Con.
servancy, a recently formed
group of preeninent citizens

In this ease, the possibl.
Ity Is of relning fusds for an
inferest free loan to the con-
vent. Sush & Joan would M,-
rﬂi!rl the financial losses
hool sustafna, Tt woubd slds
pravide timn for the eonvent
cventimily €0 sl alr develop.
ment rights when the real
estale market improves.

entative otatien

wise,
comes of this ard afier four
veary of tryiag, the comvent
s roady to sell the whaole

Praperty and move

“T think we have even
fousd & site we could move
157 he ad




