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By ROBERTA B. GRATZ
Second of @ serica

Spokesmen for the Land-
‘marks Preservation Commis-
slon like to point out that
they have lost only one of
360 designated landmarks to
the wrecker's ball—the Je-
rome Mansion, at 26th_and
Madison, the elegant house
that was thw hame of Church-
s grandfather and later
the Manhattan Club,

Commission eritics argue
that this is an empty boast.
The Jerome Mansion could
have been saved, they claim,
it the commission hadn't
been anxlous to have that
one important loss to prove
to the real estate industry
how small a threat they
were.

The Replacements

“It’s their only loss,” com-
ments Kent Barwick of the
Municipal” Art Seciety, “be-
cause the don hasn't

A 40-story office tower re-
placed the Metropolitan for
two reasons—there was the
nev: opera house in Lincoln
Center and the operas des-
perate need for maorey that

the sale of the valuable land

brought,

A 42-story combined office
lower and street-level schoal
is replacing the 24th St Ar-
Steel's new black
and glass office tower has
replaced the Singer Bullding
and the Zicgfield was re-
paced by a 50-story olfice
building with a new Ziegficld
Theater adjacent to it.

A landmark Joss usually
means a taxpaying gain, But
the Landmarks Cammissior,
whose interest s supposed
to be acsthetics, not revenue,
Is too often protective of real
estate interests, its o '
say

The Landmarks Commis-
slon went far boyond the

3

designated bulldings that are
in danger of coming down.”

The old Metropalitan Opera
House, the 34th St. Armery,.
the Beaux Arts Singer Build-
ing at 149 Broadway and the
old Znegfeld Theater at S4th
8t are among those that
were never deslgnated and
are now gone.

lon in the
Taw when it deztared its mor-
atorium on designations in
1970, keaving more than 50
landmark proposals pending.
Chairman Harmon Goldstone
argues that there was no in-
tention to aveid difficult des-
ignations. Tho problem, he
says, was staff and money
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" Are Experts Overlooking fhe Landmarks?

The Jerome mansion on Madison Av,
Centre St.,

But what Is curlous Is
that In July, 1972, the com-
mission buliget according to
commisslon executive diree-
tor Frank Gilbert, was In-
creased 595,000 fram
$163.000 Lo $258.000 — and
no new staff has been added

to the original nine profes-
sionals.

Gokfstone siys he asked
for a staff addition of six
but that after salary in-
ereases and required fringe
benefits the meoney remain-
ing is only enough for two.

rence MeCarien
which was razed, and l'orlm "ﬂ‘q\lll‘lﬂ" on
whose future Is In doubt.

Still, six months after “the
budgetary increases, those
two have not boen hired

“They knew a year Ago."
says one outsider who helped
loblyy for that maney, “that
they would get more money
aml they could have been

ready to hire Immediately.
But then they wouldn't have
an excuse for inaction.”
Exccutive Director Frank
Gilbert attributes the delay
In hiring to “a lot of time-
consuming paper work, We
have to get proper clearances
and proper jo@ descriptions
written so civil service ex-
ams can be given and they
should be given by January.*
Couldn’t you hire people
provislonally, he was asked.
"We are now in the process
of appainting someons pro-
visionally," Gilbert says,
Pending Proposals
Soon it will be time for the
commission to prepare for
this June's hearings so there
will be no staff energy left
to cnable the commission to
lift the moratorium, There-
fore, the 86 pending propos- .
als will have to be reheard
fn 1973, which means more
delay and more staff work. "
Same of those pending prot
posals include the Frick and’
Jewish Museums, Brooklyn's'
Fulton . Ferry area, lower
.. Broadway's Weolwarth
Building, the Carnegle Hil
district which includes the "
Blst St. mansion block off
Fifth Av, Brooklyn's Park

Continued on Page 77 |
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