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Old Tweed Courthouse
Could Haunt Mayor

B.vxom'm B. GRATZ

Civie groups are’ coming
out In strong opposition to
the demolition of the 103-
vear-old Tweed Courthouse
behind City Hall

They are also putting May-
or Beame on notlce that hh

Iy cost taxpayers between $8
and $12.5 million.

In recent years, it has not
been well-maintained but has
been nominally used as a City
Hall Annex,

A draft of the task force
report calling for the build-
ing's repl with a new,

- decis] will be
an Impartant indicator of his
Administration's thinking on
the preservation and reuse
of structurally sound and

more economical annex was
leaked to The Post last weel,
long before it was ready for
presentation to the Mayor,
Although predi v In na-

bulldings,
“There's a predisposition
In the city toward demoll-
ton," noted Willlam Hub-
bard, a trustee of the City
Club. *“The city gets these
| architects in who automatic-
ally say its cheaper to tear
down, which is wrong, rather
than bring In a restoration
architect who would know
what to do. There's a lot of
rethinking being done In this
field but it hasn't yet caught
on In municipal construe-
tion.”

Call for New Study.

City- Club trustees, Hub-
bard added, are asking “the
city to re-examine itg position
on the Tweed bullding as wel]
as other eity-owned buildings
in the area to see if they
couldn't be mare economically
utilized.”

The Msnhattnn Civie Cen-
ter Task™ Force—an eight-
member group of top Admin-
istration officlals appointed
by the M been
studying for several months
the fate of the courthouse,

cause an estimated, three-
quarters of s cost supposed-

Iy lined the pockets of Tweed
ring members. Estimated to
“eost $350,000 when plans were

lmmmltem

ture, it is snld to clearly re-
flect. the desire of both the
Mayor and his first deputy,
James A, Cavamgll.

A spokesman for Municipal

Service Administrator John®

Carroll, who headed the task
force, emphasized that there
is nothing final abgut the
report and that everything is
still under study,

Other groups that have
since come out In opposition
to demolition are the Muni-
cipal Art Soclety, the Vie-
torian Society, théNew York
Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects and
the Fine Arts Federation.

‘They are not only ealling
for the restoration and re-
use of the courthouse as a
City Hall annex. They are
also urging the same ap-
preach be taken to other
city-owned prope.rlies near

long considered a monument .
to municipal corruption’ be-

City Hall. such as the old
Sun Bullding and Emigrant
Savings Bank on Chambers
St. and the old Police Head-
quarters on Centre Street.
They are also partially used
for city services but suffer
from years of municipal
neglect.

“As long as the per square
foot measurement is the
primary standard, old build-
ings will be cast aside no
matter how structurally
worthwhile and.architectur-
ally appealing they may be,"
notes Georglo Cavaglier),

. one of the.city's—and the
' country’s—foremost restor-

atlon architects. Cavaglieri
designed two’ of ‘the city's
most appreciated renovated
landmarks—the Jefferson
Market Courthouse, now a
branch library, and the
former Astor Library, now
the N. Y. Shakespeare Fes-
tival ‘Theater.

“Isn't a high celling or
spectacular stalrway worth
anything?" Cavaglierl asks.
“The standard of a 10-foot
ceiling with a filing eabinet
by, your side is an Insult to
the public who expects more
for their civie structures,
and an insult to the workers
who will have to be there.
The -office of the Mayor
should look better than the
manager of the A&P."



