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City Hall Is an official landmark. The Woolworth Building,

which towers above It, is not. Pest Prate by Louh Listts

'Landmark Law—a City Tragedy

By ROBERTA BRANDES GRATZ
One of the city's tragedies Is that so little remalns of
Its architectual heritage: it is rapidly destroying its past.
4 Item: For seven years the city has had a lnndmarks

owned -th
Plaza Hotel—cannot be torn d.wn or Ils exterior al\emd
without commission approval,

But the Metropolitan Museum of Art, also an officlal

law and a L

4 Contradiction: The law which created l.hq commission
effectively prevents It from fulfilling Its purpose.

Irony: Considerable evidence exists that the com-
mission likes It that way.

The law itself is hardly a mammolh barrier to the
bulld: It allows the to operate only for six-
month perlods, following three-year Intervals. While the
demalition crews work during the three-year period, the
commission is powavr]csa to stop them.

For the only after
& public hearing, and it m-y hold those hearings only every
three years.

(Once designated a landmark, a building may be torn
down or externally altered only with commission approval.)

‘The law Is interesting for Its omisslons: It does not
cover interlors. Thus If the Grand Central landmark desig-
nation, now belng challenged In the eourts, is upheld, Penn
‘Central would still be able to gut the Interior so long as It
left the facade alone.

The law does not cover seenle

Thus Central

can simply Ignore—and has—the commission’s
disapproval of plans for its new Lehman wing. If the Ad-
ministration should decide to tear down City Hall, tho
mmuusxlom “uuld have no power to stand In its way. The
on public §s are not a

matter of pumi: record.

And then there Is the commission. Some eritics have
Eone so far ns to say that It Is the worst cnemy of the
work it professes to do.

In December, 1870, the commission declared a mun‘
torium on Meeting In
alons, it decided without formal vote that no more d.cslm—
tions would bhe made exeept where n bullding was In im-
mediate joopardy. Four “historie districts” and 54 individual
sites were before the Five
were rejected.

Elghty-six Individual landmark proposals and seven
historic districts remain pending from the commission's 1970
hearings and there is nothing legally stopping the com-
misslon from mnking a decision on them. By law, the com-

Park, Prospect Park and any other patches of

isskon in 11 y the Mayor for

green are not qualified for landmark protectlon.
The law Is binding only on private owners, A privately

th w an any site or district studied
Continued on Page 38
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