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By ROBERTA GRATZL

National and state argani-
zations concerned with the
regisication and preserva-
tlon of landmarks have asked
officialg of Grace Church to
save a row of Gothic Revival
bulldings It owns.

In communieations to the
church, the National amd the
State Historic Trusis urged
that the bulldings not be de-
mollshed. Grace Church has
announced its intent to raze
the bnildings to malke room
for new school facilities.

The Gothle facades, ac-
ecording lo the groups, are
“part of an architectural her-
itage, as well By environ-
ment, rapldly disappearing
in New Yok City."

At the same time, & 002
lition of elvie and prescrva-
{lon groups — the Joint
Gmergency  Committee o
Save the Grace Church
Houses —was  formally or-
ganized yesterday In an ef-

" forl (0 raise funds for the
preservation. With offices at
41 East 66(h St., the Commit-
tee has ¢~sl_a1vllsdled a iele-
phone  (628-4300) for fund
pledges  and s contacting
soveral foundatlons in search
of substantial commitments,
It alsa will ask the eity Land-
marks Commission to hold
a hearing to consider declar-

fng the structines land-
marks.
Members of the Jolul

Emergency Committee and
architectural students from
Columbla, Pratt and Cooper
Unlon plan & demonstration

tomorrow In [ront of the
chuveh Lefore the 11 am.
service,

Rated Finest

Although the Gothia row
‘I not u designated land-
mark, it Is considered by ar-
chiteetural historians as “the
country's finest Gothie He-
vival blockfrodt In an ur-
ban location! Built after
the church, the Fourth Av.
bulldings form an architec-
tural unlt with the church.

The entire chureh complex |

was designed by James Ren-
wick, then a wvestryman of
irace Churgh, who is ere-
dited with sparking this
country's’ 19th . ceniury
Gothic renalssance.. He was
the designer of St. Patrick's
Cathedral.

Church plans eall for rv-
placing part of the Gothic
row with a two-story strue-
ture providing a gymnasium
and classrooms. The facill-
ties have long bedn necded

ark &?roups Ask

by the church's elemcntary
schiool.

Several allernalive plans
have been offered to the
church that would preserve
the bullding facades and
behind them. Church leaders
argue, however, that such
plans would be above the
limited finagetal resources
of the chusgh. The church
estimates thal cost at mare
than $300,000. Although es-
timates were recelved that
econtradiet that fignre, the
fund-raising group has set
a moal of at least that
amount




