Museums Ex

May

pansion

Plan Getting an Airing

By ROBERTA B, [GRATZ

The Metropolitan Museum's
latest expansion plans are
the subject of a public hear-
Ing today by the Landmarks
Preservation Commission,

“The historical and archi-
tectural appropriateness of
of the exterior design" of
four components of the mu-
seum's master bullding plan
will be considered at the
hearing.

The muscum Is an official-
ly designated landmark. By
law, no exterlor alteration of
a landmark may be made
without approval of the
Landmarks Commission.

Today's presentation by

imendations are not man-
datory for city buildings as
they are with privately-owned
landmarks.

The negative findings on
the Lehman Pavilion by the
commission were unknown to
the public until leaked to the
press, Current leglslation be-
fore the City Council revising
the 1965 landmarks law
would require that all com-
misslon reports be made
publie,

2 Being Built

‘There are seven compo-
nents of the museum's com-
prehensive architectural plan,
prepared by the architectur-
al firm of Roche Dinkeloo
and A lates, d of

Metropolitan rep ives
will include details of the

the highly acclaimed Ford
Fo 3

fon buil on

American Wing
and the South Museum adadl-
tion which includes the Ml-
chael C, Rockefeller Wing,
Western European Arts
Wing and European Wing
Garden Court.

Appeared Confident

Museum officials appeared
confident  before  today's
hearing that the plans would
be warmly received because,
as one spokesman noted,
they contain “a careful and
discerning preservation of
elements from the past with
enclosures of them to guar-
antee preservation for the
future.”

In 1870, the Landmarks
Commission  recommended
approval for the Temple of
Dendur enclosure but “ob-
jected vigorously” to the
Lehman Wing plans, Under
question then was how much
of the original 18805 Calvert
Vaux Victorian Gothie Wing
A (West Facade) would be
covered over with Indiana
limestone. However, plans
were reworked to the com-
misslon’s apparent satisfac-
tion so that mare of the
landmark features of that
facade were retained as an
interior wall within the Leh-
man Pavilion.

Commission Peports on
eity-owned buildings are not
required by law 10 be made
public—they're ssued to the
Mayor and Par¥s Adminis-
irator, And comsmission re-

42d 8t. Two of the seven ad-
ditions — the Lehman Wing
on the West side and the
Temple of Dendur enclosure
on the North side, are under
construction, The Rockefeller
and Amurlcan wings are
ready for consrtuction this
year, providing that the
Landmarks Commission and
then the Arts Commission
approve the final designs.
The American Wing {s the
only addition for which the
museum js seeking city
funds, Of the $15 million con-
struction and installation
cost for that addition, the
museum Is asking $3 million
from the city tp be matched
by §3 million from the fed-
aral government, since the
American wing has been giv-
en official status as a na-

tional bicentennlal project.
The remaining $9 million is
to be privately raised.

The Metropoltan has what
It terms “the richest and
maost comprehensive collec-
tion of Amerlean art In ex-
istence” but 80-90 per cent of
these holdings are not dis-
played, due to lack of space.
Flans call for & new siruc-
ture to surround the present
American Wing at the north-
west corner of the museum
with three stories of public
gallerles, providing 55,000
snquare feet of new space,

A four-story glass-roofed
enclosure will preserve the
1823 facade of the U. S.
Branch Bank bullding which
was Incorporated in the mu-
soum facade when that wing
was built In 1924, It will also
provide a year-round Amerl-
can seulpture garden and an
entrance to the wing from
Central Park.

The Metropolitan has been
built in various sections since
1880 with different wings
designed by Calvert Vaux,
Theodore Weston, Richard
Morris Hunt and MeKim,
Mead & White. No now gal-
lery space has been added
since 1826,

Radical Sheikdom

BAHRAIN (AP) — Palice
are patroling highways for
the first time in this Persian
Gulf sheikdom In an effort
to curb speeders, Sixteen per-
sons were killed in traffic
accidents in the first four
mionths of 1973,




