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Representatives o
Metropolitan Museum of Art
have assured the Landmarks
Freservation Commission the
elaborate bullding plans it
has submitted for approval
will mark the end of the
museum's expansion pro-
gram.

Referring to the seven
ts of the 5

. 'Last Expansion’

Wil .ot i

Rosenblatt pointed out that
since the 1880s the Metro-
politan had been added to in
bits and pleces more than a
dozen times and that two
earlier master plans—one by
Richard Morris Hunt in 1885
and one by MeKim, Mead &
White in 1802 — would have
produced &  considerably
larger institution than now

ve architectural
plan, Arthur Rosenblatt, ad-
ministrator for architecture
told & 1

".ﬁw present plan was pre-
pared by the architectural
firm of Roel‘n Dinkeloo and

The American Bicentennial
Wing and the Michael C.
Rockefeller Wing could he
ready for construction at the
end of the year,

for M efropolih:m

A e Michael C. Rockefeller Wl.ilf of Primitive Art at the Metropolitan Musenm.
suld by the Parks Dept.”

a day when the rural nature
of the city never anticipated
the present.”

There was considerable ap-

the landmarks panel and then
the Arts C

proval A for the

with privately-owned land-
marks.

The American Wing is the

only additlon for which the
secking

thetles of the 5

final designs. There are no
present plans for construe-
tion of the Western European
Arts Wing and the European
Wing Garden Court,

Less than a dozen members
of the public were present at
vesterday's hearing, Major
objections focused 'on the
question of museum en-

publle hearlng yester-

gners of the
highly acclaimed Ford Foun-

" dation bullding on E. 42d 8t.

Two of the seven additlons—
the Lehman Pavillion on the
west side and the Temple of
Dendur enclosure on the
north side—are now under
construction.

into Central Park
even though it Is legally
within the confines of an 1878
lease signed with the city.
“The city ought to be able
to reexamine the terms of
that lease,” said City Council-
woman Carol Greltzer (D-
Man.) “since it was signed in

1 plans
one ohserver, referring to the
slanted glass and strait lime-
stone facade of the Rockefel-
ler wing, noted: “The Met-
ropolitan hasn't declded if jts
bullding a Hoover Dam or
a cement factory. The design
Is completely out of harmony
with the other facades
The museum is an officlal-
ly designated landmark. By
law, no exterior alteration of
a landmark may be made
without approval of the Land-
marks Commission. Commis-
slon recommendations, how-
ever, are not mandatory for
city bulldings as they are

funds, Of the $15 millon
construction and installation
cost, the museum Is asking
$3 million from the city to
be matched by $3 million frem
the federal government.

The Met has what it terms
“the richest and most com-
prehensive collection of
American art In existence"
but 80 to 80 per cent of these
holdings are not dlsplayed,
due to lack of space Plans
call for a new structure to
surround the present Amer-
fean Wing at the northwest
corner of the museum with
three storles of publle gal-
lerles providing 55,000 square
feet of new space.



