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An elderly person living
on a Soclal Seeurily Income
ancnymously donatéd $1 to
| the effort to preserve a row
| of Gothie revival buildings
| on Fourth Av. owned by
| Grace Church.
| “It hurts to think bulld~

ings like these can be torn
down," she wrote, apologiz-
Ing for not having more to
give,

© That gesture occurred
more than a month ago when
the fate of the 18ih cen-
tury bullding facades still
hung in the balance. Now

the preservation of the
facades I all but Insured.

‘The church yesterday sald:

It would hold off demolition
and would draw up new
plans and the preserva-
tlonlsts sald they would
agree  to demolition If

_enough money ‘was -not.

| ralsed In six months, Ob-
servers felt thore would be

| little problem ralsing the

needed money In that perlod.

The effort to save them
stands as a symbol of one
of this elty’s most unusunl

Dir. Benjamin Minifie, adding
that until the new plang are
actually completed and new
bids are in, the final course
cannot be” determined.

Some _$200000 of the
$450,000 goal has already
been  ralsed

by a joint
fundraising  drive Jed - by
Joan K. Davidson

Whitney North Seymour 5«.

Philanthroplst Davidson,
whose J. M. Kaplan Fund
had earlier pledged §50,000,
is a longtime supporter of
preservation, She

# t &5
with bitter controversy and

Is a membu- of the Joint
o

ended with & ef-
fort Involving all factions.
Unanimous Vote

Last night, the Grace

Church vestry voted unan-

Imously to reverse thelf
<arlier declslon to deniolish
the historic facades -and
voted to draw up new
architectural plans.
W pre-
sup-
port - demolition If In six
months enough money ean't
be ralsed for preservation -
“It s the only resolution
that seems right and sound,”
sald Grace Church reftor,

Preserve the Gnlce Churely
Houses, which Instituted a

law sult — since dropped —

against the church to stop
demolition, Seymour, a Wall
St. lawyer and an early
leader In the fight to galn
passage of the cliy's 1965
Landmaris Preservation
Law, Iz a senlor vestryman
of the church. He had sup-
ported the demolitfon plan
becanse church funds wore
limited to save the

Bronson Binger, vice presi-
dent of the Munciipal Art
Soclety and a member of

ig al‘i:}ct:ui _M ourthAv:: Hopé Revived'

the Panel of Mediating
Architects, sald, “The Land-
marks Preservation Commis.
slon was most useful In
getting both sides together.
This |s the best example
vel of the |eommission's
kelping to resolve a dispute.”
Special Tearing

In March the commission
held a special public hear-
ing to consider landmark
designation of the Gothic "
row whose rare and delicate
facades had  long  been
cherished as unofficial land-
marks, The commission has
not yet voted, but all parties

seem to agree that the pub-
He hearing served as a turn-
Ing point on the road {o

Althetigh the 1843 ehuirch
al Broadway and 10th St
- was od & landmark
in 1968, the Fourth Av. row
was not considered for de-
signation at that time. |

Those facndes were con-
structed several years aftér
the church was bullt but
were deslgned to form sn
architectual unlt with IE The
entire  groupk was  the

of Jn Renwick,
credited with sparking this
country’s 10th century
Gothle renalssance. Renwlcl
also designed St Patrick's
Cathedral,
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