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When Joseph and n.mdr

Thaey bad lived In & Brook-
Iyn Helghts hrownstone

dy underway and they
dscavered that ready-iore-

i bought thelr 1855 apartmont in ihe mid-1960 store houses In Brooklyn's
week Revival howse on  early in thelr marriage and hrownatone beit aleag Pros-
Ell‘sn Taland, they never had wanied a brownstone of pect Av., were already oul

amed that they were (he of thelr price ra
lw:lmu of & trend, FLATEERE

An exploraiory farry ride,
prompted partialy by corl-
oalty and partially by a de-
termination fo find some-

thing inexpensive, opesed &

wiale new werd to the Sinl-
sl Now, two years after

aspending 3000 for thelr
long-neglected 16-room woed
frame howse with Ita un-
painted walls, brokes bal-
conles and peellng cerinthian
columas, the Sinlsls sre dis-

1n the procesa, they have
Found themselves part of the
diy's growing preservation
imarics

Comsmission, st Ita  July
considered

|
|
malning of their kind on that
treet, which reportedly was
Hined with simiiar structures
'a century sgo.

They were pominated for
lundmarka  designation, to
|un- Sinlals’ -urorbq. by Lax-

o commuliant and Sirector
of the Ttichmendiown Reste-
-r-:bu, wha told the July

Houslng Fronher

+
W

Mowrph and Hand] Sindd wi
Henten Iadanil Theie restoration
by the Landnsrks Comisssion, Story ea Iage 10,

their soe, «mph. o ihe pors

of Ahelr 1835 house i

o fhe Barise hegan ® frend now being reengiied

glass telephoes Insulators.

contmilsalon  Barieg: “The
Smportapce of two
houses |s that they are In-
digensss to Amd were
veloped on  Staten T hd.
“Their style bs nique
Tatand and s pot to be M»l
elsewhere, asd they are two
fine exampgles of the several
which stil exist.™
Teslguation

Designation I expected
from the commission In the
mear future.

ronaldared
suwﬁea. an area eoﬂ_v 18 or
18 minutes by car from the
ferry. Gtapleton boasts momne
of the lsland’s more fashion-
able homes but. Joseph Si-
sl points aut with » taugh,
“we're on the fringe.”
The  srea, nm

wide variety of 1908 exntury
architecture, Ao has some
spectacular hillside views of
the waler. Always & com-
muter commusity, many of

Mashatian evon & century
o

With the same splirit,
energy and limited renova-
tion know-how that marked
the beownatome revival nelgh-
Morhosds In the 1990s, fam-
Wies Hioe the Sinisls sre com-
mitting thelr lEmited funds
1o the i houses
the setting out om the long
road of de-it-yourself remo-
wation.

*The mlse thing aboat
these new  buyers” Botes
Loring McMillen, “is that

Ian(umdlml Interest in old
houses before they made
their purchase but they both
loved mecking junk and an-

lrass W round cax
table, & wall elock with
hasd. 2 &loot-

Randl, wha s
degroa in fime aris, u rlnd
poring over New York archi-
tecural history books for
elues on what thelr house
ikt have ook Hir. She

the hall of
m and Utk |nsurance

begtherindaw of Cormelius
Vanderhlit who, like Fred-
nrick Law Olnwtend, at one
time owned a Btaten Islasd
farm, and whose family
name the streel bears.

Ghost Starles
More recently, the houst
wan owned by & prominent

Inland doctor and smidst all
the litle reparts from lesg-
tinse ares residents, there
are abways tales of ghosts.
“With all 1l dark  mooks
and. crasnles” Randl sys
with  Inugh, “we half ex-
pected thase dories 8 be

truet
Bo far the Sinlsls have
I'ﬂll'hl the four corimthlan
replaced the front

the front porch,
cEnd stripped - 1

carved wood atale rallings
e of the tashs seemed
endless  but mething  has
caaled their determination to
compicte the restoratlon o,
The prospect of Tnndmark
designation has hoen an sdd-
o4 incentive. “We mever con-
sldared thal possibility be-
fore we bought the house.”
sayn Randl, “but now that
s probably eoming we're
betighted. It makes our shav-
lag Al the more westhwhiln™

wlndnu- shutters,  restored




