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Fifth Av. Mansions:
A Zoning Appeal

By ROBERTA B. GRATZ

Preservationists and com-
munity residents take their
battle to save four Fifth Av.
manslons before the Board of
Standards and Appeals today,
where arguments will be
heard on vhether the owners
of the E. 824 5t corner
should be ailowed to build a
24-story apartment house
without & garage.

The corner land parcel is
zoned R-10, whieh means
that a residential bullding
Jarger than 10,000 square feet
eannot be bullt without a ga-
rage. The owners have ap-
plied for a xoning variance,
which needs board approval
to allow them to bulld a
slightly larger structure with
no garage.

In the meantime, The Post
has learned, a neighborhood
group has asked to buy the
four mansions that face the
Metropolitan Museum of Art
and the owners have.sald
they would sell the pareel for
$3.5 million.

The real estate complex of
8ol Goldman and Alex DiLo-
renzo, the owners of this par-
cel, are among the largest
landholders in the city. They
repovtedly  purchased the
Fifth Av. site—one of the last
remaining rows of low-rise
mansions on Fifth—for $2.8
million.

Hope for Delay

The decision of the Stan-
dards and Appeals body on
the variance has no direct
bearing on  whether these
four landmark-quality struc-
tures will be preserved since
the owners ean proceed to
build a smaller structure
within zoning lmitations
without the variance.

Community forces, however,
are hoping a varfance denial
will delay the builders long
engugh so that money may be
raised to purchase and pre-

I+ Was No Yolk

An lmport-export broker
whose publicity release on
a huge egg import order
was deliberately serambled
has drawn a two-month
Jall sentence,

Authorities said the re-
port, sent out in November,
1969, on a wire service de-
wvoted to disiributing press
releases, wasn't what it
was cracked up to be. In
fact, it was barely a shell
of the fruth.

John P. Bauner pleaded
guilty in Federal Court
here yesterday to author-
ing the false report that
15 million dozen eggs were
bein perted from Spain.

Baner's motive, aothor-
ities I, was to cause a
drop in the price of con-
tracts In egg futures. He
hoped to buy them at the
lower price after selling
similar contracts he bought
at a higher price — with
borrowed funds — before
the import news was an-
nounced,

serve the bulldings. Demoll-
tion of two of the four struc-
tures has been under way for
several weeks now, but, pres-
ervatlonlats belleve, they are
not bevond redemption.
There iz considerable com-
munity oppasition to the dem-
olition and the plans to build
a 24-story apartment tower,
But the emotions stirred have
heen for a varlety of reasons.
Residents of some of the
neighboring, super-exclusive
apartment buildings fear the
kind of tenants such a new
structure will bring and the
effect such a bullding will
have on property values.
Plans for the new 147-anit
building call for mostly two.

and-a-half room apartments.

“Theyll probably rent for
$400 and who but hookers or
husiness executives needing
second apartments for
wrong reasons can aflord
that?" asked one neighbor-
ing tenant.

Other community residents
fear increased traffic conges-
tion and new danger for the
c¢hildren attending the
Ramaz School or the New
Lincoln School on 82d St
between Fifth and Madison,

A larger, citywide group of
preservationists argue that
these four mansions are
among the “architectural
clite” of this city and should
not be destroyed. They are
5o much a part of this city's
rapidly vanishing histury,
the - arguement goes that
they should be declared
landmarks and be preserved.

Kent Barwick, director of
the Municipal Art Society,
which has been In the for
front of landmark preservi-
tlon, says of the four od
townhouses: “These huild-
ings individually may not be
meratorious of one land-
mark designation but they
work in comblnation to form
a streetscape unparalleled
In the city.

“The case,” Barwick noted,
“clearly highlights a eritical
weakness in New York City's
landmarks law" which nonly
allows the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission to hold
hearings on new landmark
proposals  for  six-months
every three years. The next
hearings are not scheduled
until July, 1873

“The Commission,” Bar-
wick adds, “has absolutely
no power to work om an
emergency basis during the
interim perlod" and was
thus powerless to act 1o
save the Fifth Av. mansions.




