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has scheduled hearings to-
morrow to glve long-awaited
consideration to a mafor re-
vamping of New York's land-
marks preservation law.

The proposed law change
would greatly expand the
powers of the L
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o Welgh Tougher Landm

“In the past" Clurman add-
ed, “important things have
been lost to ravenous appe-
tites and now lo be against
the new law i like belng
agalnst virtue"

The major provisions of
the new law would do the
following:

Interfor spaces, such as the
great hall of the Metropoli-
fan Museum or .he main
room of Grand Central Sta-
tion. As of now, only a build-
Ing’s exterlor may he
designated and protected
from alteration or demolition
without commission approval,

Commission and allow for
the first time designation of
parks and interior spaces, It
Is considered by some obser-
vers as “dramatlc evidence of
the growing concern for pres-
ervation In communitles all
over the city,"

The legislation Is jolintly
sponsored by Majority Lead-
er Thomas J. Culte (D-Bklyn)
and Councilmen Carter Bur-
den (DL-Man) and Edwar
L. Sadowsky (DL-Quesns)
and |s belng considered by
the Charter and Gavernment
Operations Committes, of
which Sadowsky is chalrman.
No Opposition

Councll spokesmen  Indl-
cate the leglslation enjoys
widespread councll and pub-
le support and s not ex-
pected to encounter much
vocal oppasition.

“The bill provides the city
with & very reasonable way
to preserve Ils treasures"
noted Park Administrator
Richard Clurman, whose de-
partment will be most di-
rectly affected by the desig-
natlon of seenic landmarks,

9 ho
that mllows the commission
to conslder new proposals
only during six-month peri-
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“This Is the most slgni 1=
cant provision™ notes Kent
Barwick, executive director
of the Municipal Art Soelety,
a prime mover In the legls-
Iation. “Now," Barwick adds,
“the landmarks commission
will be able to hold hearfngs
on lts own schedule like
every other muntclpal eamm-
misslon does.”

GAllow for landmark des-
Ignation of publicly owned
scenle landmarks, such as
_Central or’ Prospect Parks
which are now natlonally but
not locally designated land-
marks,

"When I first heard of this
proposal,” Clurman says, T
obviously saw It as a clreum-
seription of our department’s
power but on further
thought I felt that It was
in the public Interest to pre-
vent further despolling of
public land."

Yallow for destgnation of

Some £,

have long noted, are more
worthy of interior designa-
tion than exterior. Most often

"me only questlon was If the
camimlssion could handle new
authority with Its limited
staff and budget. But now
that's been solved because
our staff has incressed In a
Year from 15 to 2% and our
budget has gone from 5300,
000 to $450,000."

Last January, a New York
Fost serles focused on the
weaknesses of the 1965 land-

cited |s the now d
Metropoltian  Opera  House
which was only distinguished
an the inside,

q3pecity that all commis-
sion reporis on city-owned
bulldings be published in the
City Record, Reporis on pri-
valely owned landmarks
have always had to be made
publie but those on elty prop-
erties only had fo be sub-
mitted to the Mayor and the
Rppropriate agency.

When the commission de-
oided unfavorably on the
Metropolitan Museum's plana
for the Lehman Pavillion ad-
dition, the report was never

released but was brought to |

public attention after belng
stolen from Park Dept, files.
The new provislon would
eliminate such secrecy.

“The bill has everything we
hoped for,"” commented Land-
marks Commission chalrman
Harmon Goldstone,

Asked why it was so long
In coming, Galdstone noted:

marks law and the apparent
elust af the

arks Law

"
to exercise Its limited powers
In the face of strong real
estate resistance,

Yesterday, Goldstone con-
ceded that The Post articles
“eertainly helped” meve the
legistation forward by “focus-
Ing on some of these prob-
lemsg. "

Added Barwlck of the My.-
nicipal Art Soelety, whose
efforts toward landmark law
reform until the past year
had ad been Intense but mostly
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Ignored: "T don't think the
public really Jmew hefore
UIOHE:‘I.PUC‘J(Q what Hl‘“al.

Barwlek also noted that II
major new citizens eommit-
toe has been formed to “push
for sounder Jandmarks legls-
Iation.” Called the Citizens
for a Bensible Landmarks
Law and headed by Whitney
North Seymour, former pres-
ident of the Assn. of the Bar
of the City of New York, the
Broup so far includes "125
leading citizens of the law,
arts and ecommerce,” says
Barwiek.
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