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·An oak·timbered Brooklyn 
farmhouse that has stub· 
bornly resisted the ravages 
of time and neglect has been 
guaranteed a future life. 

The Wyckoff House, built 
by & Dutch settler in the 
1630s, was assured restora
tion yesterday, under strong 
pressure from Borough Pres
ident Leone, by the Board 
of Estlmate. 

The city also plans to crew 
ate a two-acre park around 
the presently boarded - up 
structure, which Is the oldest 
dweUlng in the state. 
&5 Acres Down to Z 

The city granted the farm
house landmark status In 
1965. It was the City's first 
landmark designation, but 
bureaucratic neglect has re
sulted in the shrinking of 
the now weed-grown sur
rounding "park" from five 
acres to two. 

Attempts to shrink the 
park even more-to one and 
a half acres-were thwarted 
when Leone Insisted the 
Board approve the two acres 
and provide for acquisition 
of the land in stages, as 
money is available. 
. "If there's any meaning to 
this landmark, let's preserve 
It properly," Leone said, 
"and give it a proper setting. 
It's already been nitpicked 
and sliced to death." 

Objections had been raised 
by other city agencies, such 

. as Budget Bureau and Parks 
Dept., because funds for full 
acquiSition are not available 
in the middle of the financial 
crisis. The section of the 
park land proposed for elimi· 
nation contains a diner and 
car wash that would have 
to be condemned and pur· 
chased by the city- often 
an e.:'Cpensive undertaking. 

Leone argued, however, 
that the move did not have 
to be made now but that 
the commitmrmt should be 
Federal community develop
ment funds- $825,OOO-have 

but would only cover resto
ration of the landmark and 
partial acquisition of the 
land. 

"If we accepted the small
er parcel now," Leone said, 
"It would never be expanded 
in the future when money 
is available. At least a city 
commrtment is made for 
the future when a.- healthy 
economy returns," 

'!be Pteter Clasen Wyckoff 
House Is the oldest house 
In the state and may be the 
oldest frame dwelling in the 
country, For more than 20 
years, preservationists and 
community residents have 
been seeking Its restoratlon. 

Two years ago, when plan
ning boards were told by the 
city to list their priorities 
for capital budget and fed
eral community development 
funds, East FIatbush placed 
the Wyckoff House first. 
East Flatbush Is an inter· 
grated community of pre-I 
dominantiy small homes un
dergOing rapid change and /'
trying to preserve itself. 

Plans for restoring the 
house are complete and are i 
e.'q)ected to proceed now I 
that the Board of Estimate' 
has approved, 

Town Magistrate 
Pieter Claesen Wyckoff 

was a town magistrate un
der Peter Stuyvesant and 
the name Wyckoff, in Dutch, 
means magistrate. He had 
10 chIldren to whom more 
than 1000 direct descendants 
trace their origin. I 

Wyckoff descendants lived, 
In the house until 1901, when I 
it was sold to a succession 'I' 

of owners who made only 
minor alterations. I 

The Wyckoff Family Assn. , 
was formed in 1937 at the I 
300th anniversary of its for- I ' 
bears' arrival in New Amers-I 
foort (now the Flatlands), 
and It purchased the house 
in 1959 for $39,000. It do-j 
nated the house to the city 
in 1970 and promised to pro- I 

been earmarked for the plan vide funds for maintenance. !
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PDst PhDto by Frank Leonar'll> 

The WycliOlr JIonse, built by .. Dutch settler In the 1630s, bas been assured a new lite 
by the nOHI'd of l<~stiJ1la.t(!. ('rite anllebrouis I;ic TV aerial was lnstalle<l by a caretaker 
couple who no 101l:er JIve In tile Brooldyn farmhouse.) StOry on Page 9. 


