
~-.-,-' wrote on WceksvlJle, lalked 
ot its importance in -history, 
learned about quilting and. 
t.:anolcmaking and sang 

Weeksville: Saving a Black Landmark 
CmrtitHu:d Ilt PS 243, 1580 D~;1n St, ! \\-l1ich of n:3tori{]~ three adjacent sfrudion of a rubHc housing thing aQout \Veeksville and pf'rlvd s-ongs. 


Hon effort is being r-en;1med the \Vccks­ wood~framed 1830 houses. at­ pY'oject. t!1at rc-riorl In American hi5~ Three humlre<) of the 

not only jn this city hut "me Schoon and is now eit('d re~dy designated landmarks. Plans for rC'storation of tcry through projects in ;vOllng \Vccksville- experts 

acrO;;$ the country. I \V0cks­ by ass 0 r ted prcs('ry;;tlon 'nto a museum. the three lalldmatks, known sc!1ooL But thf'y're also Cl1~ ""'ill be at the mtlS€nl 'J'lH'S­


villC"s approximate borders ,g-roups as a model '-lh-ing ~s the Houses on Hunterflv couragcd to go home and day. Fcb,- g. to sing 19thThe )Iet ~hOw, entitled 
t<lJ;;e In parts of Detlford­ landmark" rrogram, ")Veeks\'jJte. Save the )remo~ Road at 1698 Bergen St., will leanl their family history century songs and spirituals, 
Stuy"€stant. Clown Heights Tomorrow, a two-nlonth r;es of SelL" ine1ud'2s histodc also be 011 "i~w, ,from rarents ctnd grandpar- to !'i'1uare dance, to dcmon~ 
an{l O('()an Hill. i exhibition on W('pksvl!lc opens documents, maps, ti)oto~ "Our pUr:i;O~{' is to tls!:! ree- cntY'. '"Kids ie-arn that 1Iis­ strate buttcr churning - and 

Thl' \Vccksvillc l~roj(?ct at the )TetropoHtan 3fuscum graphs and artifacts fa scryation as i> tool." ~;lyS tory jsn't just some-where candl('makjng, 

,suu-ted with the .et1ril)~ity of (the 81st Street Enlrance school pr:mer. ,,"ater jug. co\"\" .Jean "Iaynard. djrc~'tor of "c:1s<', t:lat it begins herf':' )Iu('b I~carm'd 

"A lot has 1i1!t'1l le'(1rn~d, 

lHlrhlred by aU age groups enthtl.sjasts hope wlH bring buttons, dress patterns), tion of \ ....e€'ks\"il~e and Bcd~ r~om ~('g5ions second graders from dOCUm2Jl(S "lnd per­

of community lTsidents, be­ them the kind of ~xpo'Sul'e found in local attics and un­ fo;,d~S:t:\·...csal~t Histonr• ~~some drcssl?d hI. costume 

a fevlI- local hh!tory buffs, was GallerY)t \\"hkh \VC(·].;;svi!le bell, dolls, guita.rs, Clothing. the SocIety for the Fntscrva- During one of those class~ 

sonal papf'rs found in are:;]. 

cam'.' a {'lIITiculmn 5ubjcrt at nef>iied to c<Jmpl,:'tf' their goal earthed during the 1968 con- '-The~ ;hiklrcn Jeal'n e"Y(:,ry- ·--displa:-;ed the book3 they attics" saVs .:\Ir;,_ 1'Ifayn~rdl 

Weeksville 
-A Black 
Landmark 
By ROBERTA B. GRATZ 

Zion Home for Colored 
Aged, Colored School No.2, 
The African Civilization So­
ciety. and AbySsinian Benev.. 
<llent Daughters of Esther 
Assn. all may be unfamiliar 
institutional names in New 
York City today but in the 
early 19th century they were 
the heart of a unique black 
community in. __what is now I 

Bedford-Stuyesant: . 
The old-age home," the 

public school, the black heri­
tage group and the women's 
self-help organization ,,"ere-­
along with an orphanage, a 
cemetery and two churches--­
the nucleus of Wecksvillc, .. 
pre-Civi! War free black com­
munity which became an im· 
portant stop ()It" Harriet Tub· 
man's Underground Railroad. 

In recent years. \\t.eeksville 
has: become the foeus of a 
community~bascd preserva-

A ..,cond grader at PS 241 dressed In WeeksvilJe 
Coutinued opt Page 8 19th f'f'ntury costume. Post poole by Fnnk LtonardO 

tJn aI"tlst '"ntl former 
z:ne iHustratio;) e·Htc}' 
hecame dirccto;' of t h....-:o 
sOf:'iety in 1974.. 

IITne concern:; then \\T·n:: 
a Jot m:c tod<1Y. ;>l'guc(l, 
for examp]C't who 
should teach in the schools 
and there Wa<; spcrific db~ 
pntc \yhcn a \\-~tite wom~n 

got a ,lob,. Thc-rc 
were those the posi­
tion should go ro a hlaC'l{ Hv .. 
ing in the neighborhood." 

If there was (vcr a com .. 
munity preser.;ation project, 
vVeel{svillc is most asslll"erlly 
it. 

A Boy Seo'lt troop won a 
natioofll a w a ','11 fa; its 
archeological effort!;, 

School children testified be~ 
lore the Landmarks Commis­
sion to get the HUllterfJy 
Houses rlesignated in 1970. 

And the Bedford-Stuyves­
ant Restoration Corp. bought 


,the houses and is holding

I them In trust until $25,000 


can be raised by the sodety 
for their purchase, (Another 
$300,000 is needed,) 

"If enthusiasm and hard 
work could do it, that goal 
would havE' been reached agcs " 
ago." said James Hurley, dir­
ector of tht' LoJlg Island His­
torical Society_ 

The Weeksville project 
grew out' of Hurley's curios­

] ity in 1965 aholli. the history
Iof the community of which
I he is a resident. 
! "This is a neighborhood 

where pl'eSeTvation is not 
widely kno\\1-J about Dr ac­
complished and it could be a 
great example to other parts 
of the city where there are 
still surviving early wooden 
houses;' says Hurley_ 

"They're s i m pI e little 
houses. If this were Anna­
pOlis, Georgetown or Nc\\-"­
port. where .you see the same 
houses. in great numbers, 

I they1d bC" preserved with no 
! problem." \ 

'The full historv ot Weeks­
I ville is yet to b~ pieced to­
j gether. 

The real growlh of the Con1­
mnnity apparently started 

with the endIng of slavery 

In tho> state in 1827. Between 

1836 and 1810, James Woeks, 

a Cree black seaman from Vir~ 


ginia. bought a piece Qf 

Brooklyn's countryside from 

the Lefferts. a leading Jand­

owning f3mily. 
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