By ROBERTA Bi GRATZ
«When the Landmarks
Commission designated
Brooklyn’s Fulton Ferry an
historic district last Novem-
ber, it appeared to be an
uncomplicated and logical
adi@sdtion. JAN 22

The area, a2 low-rise water-
front -distriet in the shadow

't of the Brooklyn Bridge and

adjacent to Brooklyn
Heights, was once the heart
of ~ Brooklyn's “downtown.”
It is still dotted with inter-
esting and varied structures
reflecting 2 rich maritime
and commercial heritage.

But the district desigoa-
tion was not as simple as it
appeared and is now facing
stiff opposition before the
Board of Estimate—which
must approve all landmark
designations, usually in a
routine fashion.

QOpposition stems from in-
clusion in the district of a
piece of properiy owned by
Con Edison and coveted by
several govermnentnl agen-
cies, all seeking the final say
on how it is redeveloped.

The Board of ZXstimate
was scheduled to take up
the issue today but was ex-
pected to lay the matter over
to Feb. 5 for further con-
sideration.

The Con REidison property

just north of the bridge, the
yellow framed firebgat
house, a mini-park and Ful-
ton St.—contains an higtoric
grouping of 1860y red” brick
warehouses knoewn -as the
Empire Stores. .

The Civil War Avarehouse
complex, varying in height
from two to five stories, is
distinguished by its unifoerm
arched doors and windows
on every;fidor and every side
and the Iieldstone walls and
wooden columns that mark
the interior. It is representa-
tive of the type of ware-
house that once - crowded
mest of Brookiyn's water-
front.

The property was bought
by Con Edison i1 1843 for a
power generating plant that
never materialized. Several

vears age, Ed Logue of the
state’s Urban Development
Corp. proposed o housing
project Tor the site. But com-
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—almost 9 acres sitnateds

munity opposition prevailed.

The praperty is zoned for
heavy industry — for which
development prospects, most
observers agree, are minimal
considering current and near-
future economic conditions.

1478 But Con Edison is anxious

to sell and is arguing that
landmark status would “de-
press the value of the land.”
The utility also guestions
the ‘“‘aesthetic value” of the
Jland and contends that de-
signation would force it to
renovate the buildings, which
it has no desire {o do.
Parks Panel Inferested
" Landmarks Commissi
Chairman Beverly Mgss

ing factor in dev

potential of the

velopment other/than for re-

creational or / institutional
use.”

Mrs. Spajt says studies
have sh that “district

status mgre often enhances
an area ‘economically.”’

The district is already in-
cluded/ on the National Re-
gistef of Historic Places,
whifgh means any proposal to
us¢ the Empire Stores site
—#for preservation or new
onsiruction -— already re-

;g quires review by the Interior

’ Dept. if any federal funds

are involved.

Key to the controversy Is |: -

the interest shown in recent
years by the State Parks
Commission, which would

like to acquire the site for |

partial use as a Maritime
Museumn—an extension of
the one started at the South
Street Seaport—and for par-
tial development of income-
producing activities,

Cost of aecquisition would
bhe between $1.5 and $2 mil-
Yion, but the stare is in no
position to make such a com-
mitment under present eco-
nomi¢ circumstances, With-
out such, Con Ed wants the
uncncumbered option to sell
to a private developer, even
though Con Ed spokesmen
say none has shown any in-
terest.

Dudng  the convmission’s

. designating precess of pub-
. li¢ heavings and private con-
versations, objections were

Landmark Bid Foundering
For Fuldton Ferry District?

raised by the Dept. of Ports
and ‘Terminals, which has
jurisdiction over ihe water-
front. The agency is cur-
rently negotigting a lease
arrangement . by which a
group of Brfooklyn Heights
residents /ecould construct
temporary, open-air tennis
courts the vacant water
edge property fronting the
Empire Stores.
“Timing’ Questioned
The Brooklyn Heights Assn. .
d the Landmarks Commis-
ssiom have not objected to the
arrangement, but are seei-
ing assurance that it would,
indeed, be temperary and
not involve a bubble struc-
ture blocking the view.
Questions have also been
raised by the Office of
Downtown Brooklyn Devel-
opment and some members
of the City Planning Com-
mission,  who question the
“timing” of the Empire
Stores designation. Sirce de-
velopment of the parcel is
so up In the alr, they say,
why not wait until some-
thing is definit2 -and ap-
proved before designating?
Supporters, including the
Brooklyn Heights Assn., ar-
gue that designation should
come at “the beginning of
the planning process™ to pre-
vent “uncontrolled and inap-~
propriate development.”
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