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For F ton Ferry Distr;ct? 


mUility opposition pr€vailed. raised tty the Dept. of Ports 
The property is zoned for and Terminals, which has 

Commission des i g nat e d heavy industry - for which jurisdiction over the water
Brooklyn's Fulton Ferry an development prospects, most front. The ag~cy is CUI'
historic district lust Novem- observers agree, are minimal rently negothl.ting a lease 
bel', it appeare9 to be an considering c<urre'11t and near· arrangement " hy which a 
Un~9..l!}£licated. ...and logical future economic conditions. group of ~ooklyn Heights 
d~tion...'AN 221976 But Con Edison is. anxiOu~ residents /could construct 

The area, :t low-rise water- to sell and is arg'umg tha~ temP<JGl.l1, open-air tennils 
front· district in the shadow landmark status would "~le- courts ft the vacant water 
of the Brooklyn Bridge and press the. ~allle ot the la~d." ro,ge property fronting the 
adjacent to B l' 0 0 k I Y n ~; ubht~ also ~~estion: Empifo Stores. 
Heights, was once the heart the aesthetiC valne of th~ 'Timing' Qu~stlone(l 
of BrOOklyn's "downtown." land and contends that de· file Brool!.lyn Heights Assn. 
It .is still dotte<l wUh inter- signation woul~ ~orce it. to ~d the Landmarks Commis
esting and varied, structures ;enovate the ?Ulldmgs, whICh fsion have not objt~ct('d to the 
refleetling a ricn maritime It has no deSIre to do. / arrangement, but are seeir
and commercial heritage. Parks Panel Interested.. ing assurance that it WOUld, 

But the district designa- Landmarks CommlsSl indeed be temoorarv and 
tion was not as simple as it Chairman Beverly M S S not In~olve a b~bble" stmc
appeared and is now facing Spatt labels Con gd's jec- ture blocking the view. 

tions "a mii!repr~ ation 
stiff opposition before the of designation as an 'bit- Questions have a130 been 
Board of Estimate-which ralS'ed by the OffiAA ofing factor in dev opment """ 
must approve all hndmark and an exaggerat· of the Downtown Brooklyn Deve!
designations, usually in a opment and some members 
routine fashion. potential of L>te ea for .de- of the City Pla.n:ning Com

velopment other, th:;.n for re-
Opposition stems from in- creationa~Ol' instituti()l!l.al mission, who question the 

clusion in the district of a use." "timing" of th"! Empire 
piece of property owned by Mrs. Spa says studies Stores designation, SiI>ce de
Con Edison and coveted by have sh that "district velopment of the parcel is 
several governmental agen- status mgre ofteH enhances so up in the air, they say, 
des, all seeking the final saYan area leconomicallY." why not wait lmtil some-

tl on how it is rede"f'.loped. Th~·Strict is already in- thing is definiti.!and ap-
The Board of Eb"limate clude on the National Re- proved bEfore designating? 

was scheduled to take \lP giste of Historic Places, Supporters, including the 
the issue today but was ex- why{h meallS any proposal to Brooklyn Heiglits .Assn.; ar· 
pectcd to lay the matter over usl the Empire Stores site gue that designation should 
to Feb. 5 for furthel' ron· -4foc presenr-ation or new come at "the beginning of 
sideration. lO~Sirnction - already ;e- the pl,~nning process" to pre-

The Con Edison property.- qUJres review hy the Intenor vent uncontrolled and inap-
--almost 9 acres situatetV Dept. if any 'fedcI·al funds propriate development." 
just north of the bridge, tl)e are inVOlved. \,,............................................................... 
y e 11 0 w framed fire¥at Key to the contl.'Oversy is :f .... ·.... ··· ...... ··········"::: 
house, a mini-parl< and 'ul- tile interest shown in recent ::: Don't MI·ss It'. ::: 
ton St.-contains an hi~toric years by the State Parks ::: ::: 
grouping of 1860s req,' brick Comm.i.ssion, whicil would ::: ::: 
warehouses known 'as the like to acquire the site for ::: ::: 
Empire Stores.. partial use as a :M:aritime ::: G ::: 

The Civil War ,,,,varehouse Museum-an exhmsion of ,::: reater ::: 
complex. varying in height the one started at the South (: ::: 
from two to Hve stories, is Street Seaport-an,! for par- I:;: New York :;: 
distingui.shed,bY its uniform tial development of income- I,::; ::: 
arched doo+s anti v,indows producing activities. ::: AUTOMOBILE ::: 
on everYlfJOor and every side Cost of acquisition would ;::: ::: 
and the 'fieldstone walls and be between $1.5 and $2 mil· k :;: 
wooden colUII1J:S th:l.t mark lion, but the stal'3 is in no I::: SHO\V Section ::: 
the mterior. It IS reprl'senta- position to make 5uch a com- I::: ::: 
tive of the type of ware· mitment under present eco- I::: ::: 
house that once· el'owded nomae circumstances. With. I:;: ::: 
most of BroDl;:iyn'" water- out such, Con Ed wants the I::: Today ::: 
front. unencumbered option to sell I::: ::: 

The property was hought to a private developer, even :,;.::.; ::: 
by Con Edis(Hl i'l 1,1::;3 for a though Con Ed spokesme21 in the ::: 
power generating plant ihat say none has shown any in- :.: 

1 never materialb,d. Several tel'€st. (Center Fold 
i yeal"8 ago, Ed. Logue of the During- the (;on:rnission's I::: 

slate's Lrb'W Den?lnpn1ent, designating P1'9CCS$ of pub, I::: New' Yark Post 
Corp. pro-posed a i:lOu:;ing, Ii<: hearing,; '1n,1 ]}I'l\'<1fe con- i:;:· :.: 
project for the site. But com- vel·saUons. oilje(:tiollS were F::.·.·.......·.· ... ·.· .....·...·...·,...,·.......·.· ....,·,....:: 
~~~~Mmhf'f1'"rT*~~Jr~~:;y"~i.::················'··· 
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