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hat the exist
Ie By ROBERTA II. GRATZ a clBssic . case of the. politics to rl!use the wings that will an Italian RenaIssance p-alaz- firepla~ - woUld also be ence -of 'the landmark creates 
I: Six months ago, developer of landmark p~on - not be Incorporated In the zo designed by McKim, Mead lost. an ecOitlOmdc hardship for the 
== Harry B. Helmsley proposed involving planners, commu new structure.· '& Wbtte; were until a few It ls the rescue of these developer, entitling him to 

to build a 52-story combined nity groups, landmark spe '. . " years ago the headquarters rooms that Is currently the larEtN building bulk than the 
cialists, realtors and J)Ultural Although. the collJinilssloo s of the'Arclidiocese of New focus of preservationist pres- zoning code allows. ~ hotel and office structure 
organizations and the Helms jurisdiction only covers the York and the Random House sures.· If approved, thls varianceifthat would Incorporate the 

,.: landmark Villard Houses in ley proposal faces a rocky exterior of t.he structu~e, publishing firm.. The U- Brendan 'Gill, chairman of would set a precedent that 
~ the base. road to. final approval, ~h~h w:s :eslr::ed ~ c ~ Ilhape~f"bunding'ls actually the Landmarks Conservancy, many preservationists and 
t!1 For several years, the At a January publ4c hear n mar n ,p va: five brownstone structures notes that the south wing in planners fear would lead 

landmark groups want the aronnd a courtyard. It was Its day was "the richest and to wldescale b u I I din g~ 1880s mansion at Madison Ing, the Landmarks Commis·
i: Av. and Mth St.-considered slon approved that "concept" commission to ,use that au~ constructed for -journalist handsomest set of rooms for . "overshadowing" landmarks 

one of the. city's most Im but asked for revision of the t:~rltr tOthOb~l~ a~ ove~aH and railrOad magnate Henry , entertainment then 11'1 exlst- throughout the ol.ty. The BSA 
/ tf portallit landmarks - has skyscraper's design to be r n or e s or c gro p- VHlard who oceupled the ence In New York and per- has not yet scheduled a heer

£ ..toed vacant and for sale, more In keeping wdrth the ng. south wing .and sold ad- haps the country ... In.com- 1ng on the .variance. 
an e<lonomic drain on Its landmark's architecture. Yes "This is- not a, program forjacent houses to his friends. parable specimens. of 19th "When yon can only build 

~ owner, .the Archdiocese of terday. In exe<lutlve session, preservation:~ says one arM. The facade of ,the land- century workmanship." on half of the building lot" 
1? New York. the commission considered chltect who. ..pre1er~ to avoid mark's central portion would The walls and cel1l.ng of be<:ause of the landIIl8lI'k'. 
t; Helmsley's propo.sed mar the revised plans and asked public collllhent In ·the hope be altered but retained and the Music Room contain flne- existence, "it doesn't take 
I rlage of landmark and sky- for further revisions. the Landmarks CommisSion would serve as an entrance ly carved ;musical motifs, im- Einstein to lee that', an 

scraper-designed by Emery The original· design called will reject the n::-v p;an wlth- to the hotel. This ls the par- portant rn,urals and marble ec.onomlc hardship on the 
Roth· & Sons was Immed for vertical columns. that out pressure. We re . con- tion facing ..Madlson Av. and reliefs. So far, Helmsley has buUder," says Kevin B. Me
Iately hailed as one of the many architects and the vlnced that Helmsley could the rear of St. Paulck's rejected as "unworkable" Gl'ath of Shea, Gould, CIt
most promiSing solutions In commission felt were not In save the Important interiors Cathedral. Although some of proposals for ·Incorporatlng menko and Kramer, attor:
recent years for reuse of an keeping with the horizontal to the benefit of hili hotel the richly detailed rooms that room Into the hotel.. . neys fol' the Archddocese. 
• ndangered landmark. But effect of the landmark. Now • and the publ1c and that he must b1!" sacrificed for the Somewhat separate from ThAt variance appl.ication ,. 
since that time, It has be the vertical effect has been could provide better aSsUII'-hotellobby three of the most the preservation Issues but being considered for,'approv
come one of the most coo replaced with a horizontal ance for the future of" the unique r~ms In the south equally, controversial are al this week by the reel 
troverslal proposals because one but the thornier Issues north and south wings. To wing-the "Music" or "Gold" those raised by a zoning vari- estate committee of Commu
It requires sacrificing some remain unresolved-what to leave them up indlfferentiy room the paneled library and ance request - filed by the nlty Board II and the full 
lIlements of the landmark. do to preserve the Irreplace· Is no gift to the city," part ~f the dining room with Archdiocese for Increased hoard Is scheduled to vat. 

It has fast developed Into able Interior rooms and how The 1880s Villard Houses, an unusual marble wall and building bulk for the new on June 18. 
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