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The Issues
proposed  lncorporztion of
the landmark Villard Houses -
into the base of a néw hotel- ~
office tower.: jncreased in =
“secops  and complexity Iast”
week as the conflict shifted
from the Landmarks' Com-
misslon . to the local com-
munity board. . o
After asking for :ddmona)

hy the’

_revistons in the deskgm of de- ..

“wveloper Harry ‘B. Helmsley's
planned 52-story _strugture,
the - eommission -~

well on-its way toward flpal
approval of the Landmark-

ickens

this case, I8 t?te
quest.icn “of whether ‘the
church is still ‘exempt when
it s not its own developer
hsut. +4n-fact, lessor to & pro-
fit'making bulider.. . © -

" There are also guestions on
thé. adequacy of the :tratfic
i plan. for. the .B800-room hotel,
and on deslgn features that
~ do not comply wat.‘u u\e wn-
ing code. -

Finally, there ls the ‘most
heated . issue of whether the
interlor rooms now sched-
uled for demolition—some of.
shich are unique in the city
—can be preserved. Prim-

= patkages %, de- L%, aty igsug Is the music,

skyscraper-
signed by Endery Roth &

b+ Pl IR

© But Community . Board &,
which has jurisdiction over
‘the Madison Av, and 50th

or. gold, Toom withcits gilded
missical motifs ahd murals.
which preservationists main-
taln" could be incorporated
into the new hotel. Helmsley
has re§ected alt proposals

~"$t. landmark, postponed its along these lines. ..

appeal to try to resolve a full

. range. of complex lssués in-’

volving the preservatior™df
the landmark itself =~
For several 'years, ~the
-1880s mansiofi—actually five
brownstone structures con-
sidered one of the city's most

~ important landmarks.— has

IS

stood vacant and for sale, an
aconontic drain on its owner,
the Archdiocese of New ~
York. Helmsleyx _develop-
ment scheme was the first

“offered that would at Teast ' south wing.

The 1880s Villard Houses. .
an Italian Renaissance Pal-
wzzo -designed by, k!aKim,
Mead & White, wer® intil a-
1eW Years ago the headquar-
ters of the Archdlocese and
the Random Heuse publish-
:ng firm.  The U-shaped
building comyprises five
brownstone . structures
. around a courlvard, It was’
construeted for journalist
and railroad magnate Henry
Villard, who occupled the

- partially preserve the struc-

ture, which was designated a
. eity landmark -in-1968:
“Although . it is - formally
only required to approve a
zoning variance request, the
planning board’s Rea!l Estate
committee voted on Thurs-
day to postpene that decision
until Beptember, At the same
time, it outlined & least.five
issues needing clarification
before a vote could be taken.
Clulm Added Expense
Since the bulk of the new
bullding Is larger than the
< maximum allowable under

the zoning law-—even with
bonuses for speecial amenities
—the committee is guestion-
Ing whether the Board of
Standards and Appeals has
the power to grant-a re-
quested economle hardship
variance. Some members
argue that such permission
can only be granted by spe-
clal legislation of the City
- Planning Commission which
has not yet formallygotien
involved in the Villard case. .
This Issue takes on -partl-
-cular sigrificane because the
claim of ecpnomic hardship is
based on- the alieged in.
. creased expense of building
around and sbove 1 desig-
nated landmark. Prederva-
tionists and planners fear
that approval of a varlance
on this basls would. set a
precedent leading to  new
building ovarshadowing land-
marks all over the city.
Another Issue i3 whether
the wvariance applicant, the
Axchdiocese, which -owns ‘the
property and is leasing it to
Helmsley, must submit finan-
cial data to prove its econo-
mic hardship claim. Normal-
ly, non-profit organizations
are exempt from this require-
ment, whign_ private devel-
opers must meet. -




