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By ROBERYA B{ GRATZ

rks Preserva-
tlon Commission has approved
the revised plans of builder
Harry B.  Helmsley for his
proposed  skyscraper that
would incorporate the land-
mark Villard Houses In the

Bgst  NOV 191975
The 18808 U-shaped land-
mark-—an ftallan Renalsaancs
palazzo designed by McKim,
Mead & White—faces Madi-
#on Av. at 50th St. and is
considered one of the city's
most Important Jandmarks,

The "certificate of appropri-
uateness” Issued by the com-
missfon  yesterday  glves
Helmsley the officlal go-
ahead to further develop his
plan, now revised to inchude
apartments In the hotel-office
tower end to preserve the
rishly . orpamented “Cold
Room® originally “scheduled
for demolition.

Final Approval Needed

- Approval 1s stil required
from the City Planning Com-
mission because of the bulk,
configuration .and multl-pur-
pose nature of the proposed
§l-story building.

Helmsley's proposed mar-
rlage of landmark and sky~
scraper has been halled as 2
promising solution for reuse
of an endangered landmark
which has for years been an
the Archdiocese of New York.
But # has also created con- .
troversy because H requlrey
sacrificlng some wvalued ¢le-
ments of the landmark.

Only Covers Exterior

The Jjurisdietion of the
Landmarks Commission only
covers the exterfor of the
structure — 50 designated In
1968, There Is the matier of
preserving the frreplaceable
interior rooms, which have
been called “incomparable
specimens of 19th century
workmanshlp.” Preservation-
ists have been arguinz they
should be incorporated into -
the new structure rather than
demolished.

_The Landmarks Commis-
slon’s decision comes 10
months after it first gave
conditional approval to the
propasal’s concept and asked
for revision of the skyscraper
design to be more in keeping
with the landmark.

The orlginal designm, with
s columned expression with
arches at the top and bronze
tinted glass, was almost a
carbon copy of Helmsley's
Park Lane Hotel on Central
Park Scuth. The new design
calls for bronze aluminum
and dark brown glass which
provide a more uniform fa-
oade, considered & more sym-~
pathetic backdrop for the
brownstone landmark.

Stringent protection of the
landmark during construetion
of the tower is required and
Helmsley and his architect,
Richard Roth Jr. of Emery
Roth & Sons, must return for
approval of further details.




