
Proposal 
Gets N d 

By ROBERTA. 

r Preserva~ 

tlon Commission has approved 
the revised pIa.ns of builder 
HalTy B.' Helmsiey f.:lf hi. 
proposed skyscraper that 
would Incorporate the land
mark Villard Houses In the 

l:f65T NOV 1 9 1975 
The 1881ls U-shaped land

mark-an Italian RenaLs3anc~ 
palazzo designed by McKim. 
Mead & White-faces MadJ
iIon Av. lit roth Sl "nd I. 
eonsIdered OllIe of 'the city's 

r most ImpOrlant landmark... 
The "certificate or appropri

ateness- Isaued by the com
~ ~y ~v~ 
HeImsley tile official go
ahead to tI1l'ther develop his 
plan, now revised to Include 
apartments In the hotel-offlce 
tow.... end to _<!tV!! the 
rI<iIly'. ornamented "Gold 
RoomM originally scheduled 
for demoll~OII. 
FJna:I Appl'O'fllll Needed 

Approval Is still required 
from the City PlannIng Com
mission because of the bulk. 
<Xmf'IguraUon .and multl-pur
pose nature of the proposed 
~-story building. 

He1msley's proposed mar
riage or landmark 11lld 5ky
.......per has been hailed as a 
promJs1ng solution for I'WSO 
of an endangered landmark 
'I<i4llch has for years been an 
~dr:!!J!. ~.!I:!' owper,
the Archdiocese'of New York. 
But If. has also ereol~d eon- , 
froven;y beca1l.lle It require!! 
sacrificing some valued ele
ments of the landmark. 

Only CoveTS Extertor 
The jurisdIction of fhe 

Landmarks CotnmlIlslon only 
·cover. the exterior of the 
structure -so designated L-l 
l!l68.. Theft Is the matter of 
preserving the IIT"placeable 
interior rooms, which have 
been called "Incomparable 
speclmen.s of 19th century 
workmanshIp." Preservation
Ists have been arguin;,: they 
should he lncorpOrato<i Into 
the new structure rather than 
demolished. 

The Landmarks Cammis
sloo's decision comes 1() 
month. after It first gave 
conditional approval to the 
proposal's concept ani asked 
for re\.;slon 01. Ute skyscrap(!r 
dtlsIgn to he more In keeping 
with the landmark. 

The ori~al desig;" witb 
Its columned expression with 
arches at the top 8'l;i bronze 
tinted glass, was almost a 
carbon copy of Helmsley's 
Park Lane Hotel on Central 
Park South. The new design 
calls for bl'OlW! alumInum 
a.lld dark brown glass ...'!Ileh 
provide & more unifornl fa
1lIade. considered "' more sym
patheUe bacl<drap for tl>e 
brownstone landmark. 

StrIngent protection of the 
landmark l1ur!ng construction 
of the tower Is requIred ""d 
Helmsley and his architect, 
Rlchard Roth Jr. ot Emery 
Roth" Sons, must return for 
approval or further details. 


