~ A Harlem

Landmark .

Gets O

By ROBERTA GBATZ
Tin OO o,
one‘of the city's earliest and
most  suceessful  Jow-rise
. public housing projects, has
been designated a city land-
mark. The cluster of four-
and five-story red-brick build-
ings with its courtyards,
malls and terraces was built
in 1836-37 as the first fed-
erally-constructed, federally-
owned housing project in the

Fairpartme§gg gegom.

located at 151st St. between
Macombs* P). and the Harlem

River: Drive, .were_available |.

only to low-Income people
partially because Harlem re-
aitors " at the time feared
competition for their. higher
priced properties, according
to the commission’s designa-
tion report. -
Other Actions .

Along with the housing
compiex, three other designa-
tions were announced today
by the commission.

¢ The Stuyvesant Square

Historie * District, ‘the dity's | -

27th: . landmark ~ district,

bounded by 15th’ and 18th |

Sts. and Second and Third
Avs. The district includes
Stuyvesant Square, donated
to the city In 1836 as a public
park by, Peter Gerard Stuy-
vesant, a descendant of the
peg-legged governor., . .

The- distriet also }nc!uds
approximately 80 mid-19th
century row-houses,” mostly

of the simple Ttalianate style |5

and, notesx the commission
repart, -“the - neighborhood

Syt ™ e rtimate |

residential scale. and qmet
charm_of the 19th century.”
‘]’l’he 1881 Boys HS Lat

" report, “a monumental ex- |’
ample of the Romanesque |
Reviyal style.” Distinguished |

by its rich terra cotta orna-
ment, round-arched windows
. and doors, gables and dor-
mer windows, this style was
popular In New York in the
Jate 1R80s and early 1890s,
when Brooklyn was still an
independent city.. . -
Many of the horough's
landmarks—NMain Post Qffice
(1891}, the Jay Street ‘Fire-
house (1892), the Bushwick
Demaocratic Club. (1892) . —
were designed in this style,
The current school is movy-
Ing to a new building,-and
changing its name In the
process to Boys' and Girls
HS. The landmark building
will be taken over by Medgar
Evers College. - ~
4 Dry Dock 11n the .Brook-
lyn Navy Yard was con-
striucted from 1840 to 1851
and was one of the maljor
feats of ‘American engineer.
ing of the period. The pri-
marily underground site with
an intricately arranged gran.
ite super-structure was the
first permanent dry dock In
the New York area and has
housed many important ships
during construction or re-
palr. Among ships launched
from this structure were the
Monitor of Civil hr fame
ind the Niagara, which laid
the first Trans-Atlantic cable.
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