>

By ROBERTA B. GRATZ

It's rare in this city when
problems resolve lhemselves
satisfactorily for all con-
cerned, particularly  when
rescue and restoration of a
landmark is involved.

But that's cxactly what
happened with the Friends
Mceeting House on Gramercy
Park, which is now the thriv-
ing home of the once-
homeless Brotherhood
| Synagogue.

The 1859 building at 114 E.
200h St, one of the eity's
oldest designated landmarks,
had  been reseund  from a
develaper's bulldozer in 1067
by a proup of wealthw
Gramerey  Park  vesidents.
Then Il was sold te he
United FRederation of
Teachers, who planned to
refurbish it for a mgeling
house but abandoned the
idea heecause of the
+ economics involved,

[ Thati wus In 1974, and the

! future of the simple, sands-
tone structure scemed pre-
carfous. '

l Looking for n Mome

At the same time, the
Brotherhood Synagogue was
looking for a home, having
moved out of quarters it
shaved with the Village
Preshylerian Church in 1973
after a dispute over the Aid-
dle East. The 600-member
congregation  bought the
Jandmark for $420,000 and
raised over $300,000 for a
"historically accurate'’

restoration, designed hy
James S, Polshek, dean of
Columbia’s School of

Architecture,

“I had goose bumps when T
first entered the sanctuary,”
says Howard D. Westrich, a
real estate Jawyer who, as
the temple's board chairman,
negotiated the purchase. “It's
beauty was unmistakable,
despite its deteriorated con-
dition.” (The synagogue held
its first service there in March
1975.)

The building's unem-
bellished facade has heen
sandblasted clean, vevealing
an olive hute no one knew cx-
isted under decades of divh
The 30-foot high arched win-
dows were removed  and
carefully repaived, The wide-
planked flooring, plain
Quaker pews and long, curv-
ing stairways have also, bern
cavefully restored, . .
. Concessions to the miedern
age -new plumbing, air con-

Tlouse, at the southeast corner of Gramerey I'Tk.

A Happy Endi
For a Landmark
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and other

mechanical requirements—

‘are harely noticeable.

Detailing of paint colors
and new lighting fixtures to
enhance the building's
historical  simplicity was
painstakingly worked out by
Dean Polshek, who lived near
the historic  building for
many years and admired the
view while sitting in Gramer-
cy Park.

1L was like coming home
for me," Polshel says,

Tamaorrow, the Municipal Art
Soclety Iz holding its annual
meeting a1 the Synagogue,
an  appropriste  sctting  for

the elvie  group Lhat
spesheaded  the  eity's
landmarks preservation mo-

vement, Through a decade of
uneertainty, It was always
the  society—mnotlably Its
Board Chairman  Brenden
Gill—that sounded the alarm
for saving this landmarl.
No 'Useless Ornament’

The severly simple Anglo-
Ttalianate style of the former
meetlng house was popular
here from 1845 to 1860, As
the builders specified, it is
bare of “useless ornament so
as not to wound the feelings
of the most sensitive among
us.”

By the early 1960s, the
Qualkers used the building
only sporvadically and in 1965
contracted to sell the proper-
ty to a developer who plan-
ned to raze it to make way
for an apartment house. That
was the year the cily's
Landmarks Preservation
Law went inlo effect and the
Meeting House was one of
the fivst buildings designated.

In its designation report of
Oct. 26, 1965, the Landmarks

Comimission said of the
meeling hause: * s
cleancut lines, sound econ-

struction and admivably
restrained design provide a
significant  building  which
reflects the outlook of {he
important group which built
it

Chattanocga Dry Spell
CHATTANOOGA (AP) —
At least 200,000 homes and
businesses in the Chatta-
nooga arca were aslked ycs-
terday to curtail watey
consumption until a possibly
toxic substance, which makes
the water =smell like moth-
halls and kerosene, can be
jdentified. e




