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New Lease on Life

= Sm—TrE

The vacant Flushlng Town MHall, a rare Romanesque Re-
vival structure built In 1862 which has been deterforating
for the past 10 years, may become a privately run restau-
rant and theater. A Kew Gardens man wants to laase It
from the city and spend $500,000 to restore and renovate
1t. Story ou Page 25. Posl Phelo by Frank Leonardo

A'New Life,
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For Flushing
Landmark?

. By ROBERTA B. GRATZ

After a 10-year vacancy

: the historic 1862 Flushing

Town Hall Is about to galn a
fiew and appreciative tenant.
Stephen  Phillips, former
Manhattan and Queens res-
taurateur, is negotiating
with the city {o rent the
landmark properly for use
as a multi-purpose building
including a restaurant, a 450-
seat theater and community
olfice space.
With approving nods from
communily groups, the Innd-
_marks Preservalion Commis-
sion and the Borough Presi-
dent’s vffice, Phillips is now
working out' details of a
lease for the city-owned
*-building and hopes for Board
of Estimate approval In the
i pext month. If so, he may be
in business by Christmas,
, Funds Unavailable
' The Town Hall, which Phil-
lips used to admire as a
student years ago at Flush-
Ing High School, a few
blocks away, has heen a

: sotirce of endless frustration

1o’ preservationists and com-
‘munity leaders sceking a
. new use for it. Every altern-
“ative failed because public
funds were required but un-
available.

A rare Romanesque Re-
vival edifice of the Civil War
era, the Town Hall at North-
ern Boulevard and Linden
Place was designated a clty
landmark in 1968. Until the
turn of the century,_lt was
the focal point of every im-
portant function in the com-
munity—light opera, fancy
dress balls, military cere-
monies, community meet-
‘mgs. Ulysses Grant and
Theodore Rdosevelt made
specches from its balcony
and later notables llke Tom
Thumb entertained there.

After Flushing was consol-
fdated into the City of New
York, the building became a
courthouse and remained in
use until around 1960; Ex-
cept for use as headquarters
for the 1964 Worlds Fair
police, it has been vacant
ever slnce.

“T've alwavs becen fascin-
ated Ly the building,” says
Phillips, who lives il Kew
Gardens, After his Forest
Hills restaurant burned
down and he sold his Man-
hattan restaurant, Philllps
was looking for a new place.
Consults Conymunity
‘ Starting about 6 muvnths
ago and with the assistance
of his attorney, State Sen.
Emanuel R. Gold, Phlllips
went through all the neces-
sary channels including con-

sultation with community |

groups who, he says, 'were
skeptical at “first because
they didn’t know what I had
in mind.”.

Actually, says Gold, the
Phillips plan has the advan-
tage of not requiring public
funds and endless red tape
even if “it wasn't everyone's
first'choice.”

It will remain a city-owned
landmark, which Phillips will
lease, He will spend an estl-

mated $500,000 to reslore |

and renovate it.

|
“The place was falling to

pleces from neglect,” says
Jane Trebbing, past presi-
dent of the Flushing Counell
of . Women's Organizatlons
who has tried to find a pub-
lic use for the building.




