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| Brooklyn's Soldiers and Sail-
ors Memorial Arch.

The«Fulton Ferry lustonc
1 district, a Tow-rise waterfront
| area  beneath  Brooklyn
! Heighfs. is roughly bounded
by Doughty,- Front, Water
and 'Main ‘Sts. Irpmca.lly the
streef. :Erom which the avea

,gets its name and which- -
| hisects i:he still active coms
i‘nemﬁal distriet iS novlongeér .
| called Fulton. Tt is now Cad-
man: Plaza West, l:en'uned.

| alter the recent housing com-

i pjlema;t its inland. border, It
had ’p@en changedfmm Ferry .*

{to Fulfon Street in 1814 to
4 honor “the steamboat_inven-
tor but ferry  service had

Voriginated there under the

Dutch in the 17th Century. -

According to the commis-
sion’s designating repost, “by
the. 1850s this splendid wa-
| terfront of brick warehouses

+ was'the pride of Brook-

-Ly*n: a"nd, in many ways,
rivalled and was superior to

the warehousing fac.:]ht:es crf

‘Manhattan.”

Today, the area is dotted
with historically interesting

and varied structures, con-
siderable vacant land owned

by the city and Con Ed, light -

dndustry =~ employing  some

8000 workers and- modest, .

Jow-rent res:dentaaj m.uld-
‘ings.

The district, with its st ong

maritime heﬁﬁa.ge and ‘its
‘potential for both residential -

and industrial redevelopment,
has beed studied.and restud-
ied: by several city agencies
since the Iate 1960s: -

Its golden age (mded Wifh

‘the opening of the Brooklyn

Bridge -in 1883, when, aceord-
ing to the eommission report,
the “area began a rapid de-
cline which was to virfually

terminate its active existence

40 years later with the aban-

‘donment of ferry service to

Manhattan At one time, 50

‘million passengers yearly

traveled to and from Man-
hattan by ferry.
At the water’s edge still

stands the simple yellow:

-wood fra.ma fireboat - station
building -‘which  has been pro-
posed as a small museum.
Alongside is a still-to-be-com-
pleted ‘mini-park with gener-
ous seating areas and flower-
ing bushes. Eventually a res-
taurant barge will dock at
Vits pier. Also planned for the
future is“the resmnptmn of
ferry service to “the Sou't.h St
Seaport Mu.seum

At 1 Fulton,St. is the. 18405
Barnum’s Hotel, 'a once-elite
structure whose current ten-
ants are on a. rent sirike
to force mneeded -repairs.
Across the street is a former
toilet seat factory which a
few years ago was bought
and renovated into apart-
ments by. architect David
Morton, son of Commerce
Secretary Morton.

The 1897 Bayard-Condict

“Building at 65 Bleecker St.

has been considered for de-
signation several times by
the commission since the
mid-60s. It has long heen
considered an unofficial land-
mark in the city’s” architec-
tural history because of its

design by Sullivan, \'ﬂlﬂ the. .
5

commission report notes, w
“the first American. to work
in a mnon-historie; modern)

architectural style... [It] i&

the most significant commer-
cial building utilizing sky=
seraper structural twhmquesf’r
in New York City.” = ..

* Sullivan was the leader DI
hhe Chicago School of- quémi’
architecture, teacher of: Fra.nk
Lloyd Wright and, the com-
mission notes, “the first to
solve the design problem of'
the tall building — most sig- i
nificant new prob]em con-
fronting architects inthe late
18th century.”

The building's terra«cotta
facade is rich in ornamenta-,
tion that serves a functional
as well as aesthetic purpose
— a radical teohmque of the
day.

It was “the first truly
modern skyseraper” here, the
commission says, ‘“where ar-
chiteets eontinued to design
skyscrapers based on histor-
ical precedents and the Beaux

"Arts tradition until well into

the 1920s.”




