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By ROBERTA BRANDES GRATZ

C‘us‘.fdm House, Open House

WITH ITS protusion of clalssical ornamentation and elaborately carved marine motifs, its Reginald
Marsh murals of New York harbor and its four limestone sculptures representing “The Continents”
by Daniel Chester French, the U. S. Custom House a t Bowling Green is an outstanding example of artistic,

splendor. For the first time since

Center in 1973, the Beaux
Arts masterpiece wlll be
opened to the public next
week (from July 1 to Sept.
19} as part of the clty’s Bi-
centennial celebration.
Standing on the site of the
origimal  Fort Amsterdam,
Custom House was built in
1907, The architect was Cass
Gllbert, chosen after a com-
petltion. The fame that
followed wlimately brought
him  commissions lo deslgn
the Woolworth Bullding
(1913), a mile or so up Broad-

way from the Custom House,
and the New York Federal
Courthouse (1936), a bit
farther north at Foley
Square,

The easy Integration of
sculpture into the architec-
tural composition, the heavy
use of intricate classical or-
nament and the building's
symmetry comblne to make
it one of the city's most
notable examples of the
Beaux Arts style. The struc-

ture is designated both a city
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Grarite and marblo extarior of Custom House is rich in dotall. Forly-lfo
carved hoad of Meccury, messenger of tha gods,
Africa, America, and Europe;

and federal landmark and
has long been the focus of of-
forts to refurbish it as a
combined cultural and com-
mercial structure, Involved
are the New York
Landmarks Conservancy, a
non-profit preservation
organization, the- federal
govesnment, which stlil owns
the praperty, and the Custom
House Institute, a group of
Lower Manhattan business
leaders.

In addition to tHe build-
Ing's Impressive artistry,

- visitors will see a special ex-

hibit entitled "'Public Proper-

ty"—a pholographle display ,
of pulb

the federal government moved the Bureau of Customs to the World Trade

outgrowth of a survey the
Conservancy has been con-
ducting to identify architec-
turally significant bulldings
in the five boroughs owned
by the federal, state and city
governments,” The alm: to
determine  which  were
worthy of preservation and

appropriate  for reuse f
vacaled, / 5
The  exhibit—in four

calegories—containg 105
photographs - Including, by
categories: Designated Land-
marks, Successful Convers!-
ons, Hopeful Conversions and
Architecturally Noteworthy.
A 23-page  brochure

y owned bullding
throughout the elty.
The exhlbit

Is an
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lescribing the Custom House
and the Publie Bulldings Sur-
vey will be on sale for $I.
The structure will be open
from 11 aum. to 6. p.m., Wed-
nesday through Sunday, ad-
misslon - free, - For gulded
tours contact the Conser-

our Corinthian ~columns enericle  building;
tops each capital. Seated figuros at straaf level roprasant Asia,
12 marblo statuas af upper reaches depict world's commarcial canters. Keystones over

24 floor windows reprasent sight “races"—Caucasian, H indu, Latin, Cellic, Mangalian, Eskime, Slavie and African.
Copper-crosted roof, other detailing ara typical of Boaux Arls siyla,
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Reginald Marsh, an
American scens’
master, painted 16
rotunda murals for the
Custom House as a
‘WPA project in 1937.
The one above, an
ocean liner over-
watched by Statuo of
Liberty, is part of
cyclo depicting ship's
progress theough port.
At loft is the
Continent. America
with torch of progress
It is one of four white
limestone groupings
by Daniel Choster
French, sculptor of
‘heraie public works
like the refloctive
Lincoln of the
Memorial in
‘Washington, D.C.
Belaw is the building's
elliptical marble
rotunda, supporting it
140-ton caniral
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