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Soars of pullif pres-
sure, the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission is prepar-
ing lo designate the city's
oldest [functioning covered
pier a municipal Jandmark,
despite its scheduled demoli-
tion by a slate agency.

Such designation would, in
effect, save the pier from
demolition but does not in-
sure its {raditional use as a
fiveboat station,

Pier A, the 1886 building
al the [foot of Manhattan's
West Side, was designated a
state and national landmark
this summer, State and fed-
eral officials had approved
the designation with unusual
speed in an effort to per-
suade lhe Battery Park City
Authority to alter Jongstand-

ing plans to deniolish theP

simple two-story, green-raot
building which tremalns one
of the few waterfront land-
marks In an area once rich
in maritime history.

Still in use as a firehoat
station, Pier A has been
scheduled for demolition by
the authority since the ecity
leased the land in 1970 to the
state for development,
Requires a Study

Unlike cily landmark sta-
tus, national and state desig-
nations carry no legal pro-
hibition against demolition.
But destruction of a national
historic site requires an im-
pact study from the Army
Corps of Engincers, which
could delay plans,

The city's landmark com-
mission has scheduled the
pier for its January pub.
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Save, Threatened. Pier

FPler A, at the northwest corner of Battery Park.
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sidered as part of an historie
district because, commission
representatives say, “the dis-

irict concept is legally
stronger than single build-
ings and it makes the land-
mark more of an entity.”
The proposed district In-
cludes the Statue of Liberty
and Ellis Island. Those two
historic sites have long en-
Joyed national landmark sta-
tus but have never been sim-
ilarly designated by the city.
‘Remains In Jeopardy’
Preservationists have ctiti-
cized the Jandmarks commis-
sion for taking so long to
consider designating Pier A,
“Until and unless BPC is
publicly committed to léaving
it alone,” says one observer,
“Pier A remains in jeopardy
and the commission should

| treat it like an emergency.

After all, state and federal
officials acted quickly.

- “The:city Is in an odd po-
sition of fooling around for
years with an obvious Jand-
mark, since there's no signi-
ficant controversy over its
worth,” this observer adds.
“It's hard to argue with BPC
not to tear down a building
the city doesn’t think enough
of to designate. It's embar-
rassing.”

The building of Pier A was
initiated in the early 1870s
by Civil War Gen. George B.
McClellan, then engineer-in-
chief of the city’s Docks
Dept. In 1918, the pointed-
roof cleck tower was added
to the end of the pier as the
nation's first permanent me-
morial {o the World War I
dead. It is one of the only
two clocks on the East Coast
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that peal the hours in ship's
bells. The other is at the U.S.
Naval Academy.

For years preservationists
and maritime nostalgia buffs
have been quietly arguing
that the pier was rich in his-
toric and visual importance
and should be incorporated
in the new city. But BPC was
insistent on removing the
pier, which officials argued
interfered with a planned
waterfront walkway and the
lower floor views af the
scheduled office towers. In
exchange for eliminating the
structure, BPC agreed to fi-
nance the construction of a
new fireboat facility in the
Red Hook section of Brook-
lyn.

BPC further agreed to re-
move the clock tower and un-
derwrite the cost of reloca-
ting it on a site-selected by
the “city: Efforts to place the
fower at the South Street
Seaport”were blocked when'

the Seaport rejected the
move. At the same time, Sea-
port officials joined with

leaders of the Landmarks
Conservancy and' the Munici-
pal Art Society to organize
an effort to preserve the pier
on its original site,

Although BPC has not of-
ficially allered its position on
demolilion, it has shown in
recent months a new willing-
ness 1o let the pier stand if
the city releases it from con-
{ractual obligations, namely
to finance the new fire de-
partment facility.

“The city has done nothing
to amend our lease which re-
quires demolition,”” a BPC
spokesman says.

While it appears now that
only bureacratic technicali-
ties stand In the way of a
preservation solution, they
are the kind of complicated
lechnicalities that have de-
feated lesser projects, For
one thing, there is some
question whether the Fire
Dept. is willing to continue
using the pier. For another,
it is doubtful, in view of the
fiscal crisis, whether funds
are available for the new
Brooklyn facility or for con-
version of the pier for pub-
lic use,

When the BPC lease was
first negolinted, Fire Dept.
officials w.anted to r1emain
but civcumstances have since
changed. In anticipation of
the forced move, the depart-
ment has made changes in
olher facilities. Marcover,
maritime activity has Deen
continously  deelining  in
Manhatlan Lut increasing i

Brooklyn where the new sta-
tion is to be located,

Thus, the city cannot even
negotiate lease changes with
BPC unlil it arrives at an
agreement among its own
agencies. Responsibility for
that agreement rests with
the Ollice of Lower Manhat-
lan

Claude Shostal, director of
that office, says he hopes in
the next few weeks to meet
with representatives of the
Fire Dept, Budget Bureau
and Ports and Terminals to
arrive at an agreement that
would “at least take the pier
off the endangered list.”




